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Please note that the facts and data in this book were sourced 
from the internet. I have done my best to organize this 

information for you, but I cannot personally verify every 
detail. Please use this book as a starting point for your own 

research rather than a final authority. 

This book is a journey in progress! If I missed your favorite 
spot or a local secret, I would love to hear from you. I am 
actively collecting readers’ suggestions to improve and 

expand this work for a future second edition. Thank you for 
helping me make this guide as complete as possible. 

Information collected by: 
Nedim Alajbegovic Beban 

pathtobih@gmail.com 
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Welcome to the Heart of the Balkans 
 

 

Nestled in the heart of the Balkan Peninsula, Bosnia and Herzegovina is a land where 
East meets West, where ancient traditions blend seamlessly with a vibrant modern 
spirit. Often overlooked by travelers, this crescent-shaped nation offers an astounding 
diversity of experiences, from the bustling bazaars of its historic cities to the serene 
solitude of its pristine mountain ranges and emerald rivers. Bosnia and Herzegovina is a 
country of resilience, breathtaking beauty, and profound hospitality, waiting to unfold its 
many stories for those willing to listen. 

Why choose Bosnia and Herzegovina for your next adventure? Imagine standing on a 
16th-century Ottoman bridge, watching divers plunge into turquoise waters, then, just a 
few hours later, carving through fresh powder on Olympic ski slopes, or embarking on a 
challenging hike through primeval forests. Picture yourself savoring rich, aromatic 
Bosnian coffee in a historic old town, followed by an exhilarating rafting trip down a wild 
river. BiH is a destination that promises not just sights, but genuine experiences that stir 
the soul and awaken the senses. 

This guide is your comprehensive companion to exploring the myriad wonders of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in 2026. Whether you're a history buff, an adrenaline junkie, a nature 
lover, or simply seeking a unique cultural immersion, you'll find something to captivate 
you within these pages. We'll take you through the vibrant urban centers, across 
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majestic mountains, down exhilarating rivers, and into the heart of traditional village life. 
Get ready to discover a country that will surprise, delight, and inspire you at every turn. 

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Often shortened to Bosnia, is a country on the Balkan Peninsula in Southeastern 
Europe. It is known for its rugged natural beauty, medieval villages, and a rich, 
complex history. 

Population 

The estimated population of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2023 is around 3.2 million 
people. However, the Bosnian diaspora is significantly larger. Due to various 
historical events, especially the Bosnian War in the 1990s, a substantial number 
of Bosnians live outside the country. Estimates vary, but it's believed that 
between 1.5 to 2 million people of Bosnian descent live abroad, primarily in 
countries like Germany, Austria, Sweden, Switzerland, the United States, and 
Canada. 

Main Economic Resources 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has a developing economy with a mix of natural 
resources and industrial activity. Key economic resources include: 

* Forestry: The country is rich in forests, making timber and wood products a 
significant industry. 

* Mining: Coal, iron ore, bauxite, lead, and zinc are important mineral resources. 

* Hydropower: Abundant rivers provide excellent potential for hydroelectric 
power generation. 

* Agriculture: While not the largest contributor, agriculture plays a role, with 
crops like corn, wheat, fruits, and vegetables, as well as livestock farming. 

* Manufacturing: Industries include metal processing, textiles, automotive parts, 
and food processing. 

* Tourism: With its natural beauty and historical sites, tourism is an increasingly 
important sector. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina boasts a remarkable array of natural and historical 
landmarks. 
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History and Establishment 

The history of Bosnia and Herzegovina is long and complex, marked by various 
empires and cultural influences. 

Early History: The region was inhabited by various Illyrian tribes, later conquered 
by the Roman Empire. After the fall of Rome, it saw migrations of Slavic tribes. 

Medieval Bosnian State: The medieval Bosnian state began to consolidate in the 
12th century, with Ban Kulin often credited as a significant early ruler. It reached 
its peak under King Tvrtko I in the 14th century, expanding its territories and 
establishing itself as a powerful kingdom. It was during this period that Bosnia 
truly emerged as a distinct political entity, though its borders and influence 
fluctuated. 

Ottoman Rule (15th-19th Century): The Ottoman Empire conquered Bosnia in the 
mid-15th century, with the final resistance falling in 1463. This period brought 
about significant cultural, religious (Islam became widespread), and architectural 
changes that shaped much of modern Bosnia. 

Austro-Hungarian Rule (1878-1918): After the Congress of Berlin in 1878, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina came under Austro-Hungarian administration and was formally 
annexed in 1908. 

Yugoslavia (20th Century): Following World War I, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
became part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (later Yugoslavia). 
After World War II, it became one of the six republics of the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia. 

Independence: Bosnia and Herzegovina declared its independence from 
Yugoslavia on March 1, 1992, which led to the devastating Bosnian War (1992-
1995). The war ended with the Dayton Agreement, establishing the current 
political structure of the country. 
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The Flag of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
A Modern Symbol of Unity 

The national flag of Bosnia and Herzegovina was officially adopted on February 4, 
1998, as a necessity to find a neutral symbol that could represent all three 
constituent peoples (Bosniaks, Serbs, and Croats) following the 1992-1995 
conflict. The current design was imposed by the UN High Representative to 
promote neutrality and European integration. 

Design and Symbolism 

The flag features a dark blue background, a yellow right-angled triangle, and a 
diagonal row of white five-pointed stars. 

Blue Background & White Stars Symbolizes connection to Europe (similar to the 
EU flag) and represents peace (UN colors).  

The stars are meant to be infinite, symbolizing eternity. 

Yellow Triangle Represents the country's triangular shape and signifies the three 
main constituent peoples.  

The color yellow stands for the sun, hope, and prosperity. 

The flag is intentionally modern, avoiding traditional historical or ethnic symbols 
to foster a unified identity for the nation. 
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Chapter 1 

Sarajevo 
The "Jerusalem of Europe" 

 

Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina, is a city with a profound history, where 
the influences of the Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian empires meet to create a truly 
unique cultural mosaic. Often nicknamed the "Jerusalem of Europe," the city is famous 
for having a mosque, a Catholic cathedral, an Orthodox church, and a synagogue all 
within a short walk of each other. This incredible blend of cultures and history makes it 
an essential first stop. 

Baščaršija: Old Town Charm 

The heart and soul of Sarajevo is the Baščaršija (pronounced Ba-sh-char-shi-ya), the 
city's historic bazaar and cultural center. 

• Sebilj Fountain: The iconic wooden fountain in the main square is the definitive 
symbol of the Old Town and a popular meeting spot. 

• Coppersmith's Alley (Kazandžiluk): Wander through the narrow streets where 
craftsmen still hammer copper to create traditional Bosnian coffee sets and 
souvenirs. 

• Gazi Husrev-beg Mosque: A striking example of Ottoman architecture and the 
largest historical mosque in the country. 
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• Morica Han: The only preserved Ottoman-era caravanserai (inn) in Sarajevo, 
now housing shops and restaurants. 

Historical Sites: Latin Bridge, Eternal Flame 

Sarajevo is a city whose history changed the world, and many of its landmarks reflect 
pivotal moments. 

• Latin Bridge (Latinska Ćuprija): This picturesque Ottoman-era stone bridge, 
built in the late 16th century, is one of the city's most historic landmarks. Its 
profound significance stems from the fact that it was the site of the assassination 
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 1914, which triggered World War I. 

• Eternal Flame (Vječna Vatra): Located on the main street (Ferhadija), this 
memorial constantly burns in honor of the military and civilian victims of World 
War II. 

Museums and Galleries: War and Resilience 

To truly appreciate Sarajevo's resilience, you must visit the sites that document the 
devastating 1992–1995 siege, the longest-running siege of any city in modern history. 

• Sarajevo War Tunnel Museum (Tunnel of Hope): A vital symbol of human 
ingenuity and endurance, this museum preserves about 20 meters of the original 
800-meter-long tunnel that served as the city's only connection to the outside 
world during the siege. 

o Visitor Info: The museum typically operates daily from 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM in the summer season. Expect to spend 1 to 1.5 hours here. 

• National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina: Features extensive collections 
on the country's history, archaeology, and ethnography, including the famous 
Sarajevo Haggadah (which can be visited on specific days). 

o Visitor Info: General hours are usually Tuesday to Friday, 10:00 AM to 
7:00 PM, and Saturday to Sunday, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, remaining 
closed on Mondays. 

Culinary Delights and Nightlife 

Sarajevo's food and social scene are inseparable from its culture. 

• Culinary Musts: The city is a paradise for foodies. You can take a Sarajevo 
Food Tour to sample traditional specialties like ćevapi, burek, and savory pita. 
The café culture is central to local life; try traditional Bosnian coffee (Bosanska 
kafa), which is a unique ritual. 

https://museu.ms/museum/details/303/sarajevo-tunnel-museum
https://zemaljskimuzej.ba/en/
https://zemaljskimuzej.ba/en/item/sarajevo-haggadah/
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• Nightlife: The nightlife is vibrant and centered around the city's pubs and bars. 
You'll find spots ranging from traditional taverns (Birtija) serving rakija to clubs 
featuring electronic music, and pubs known for craft beer. The Sarajevsko Pub 
is a great place to try the local beer, and places like Cinemas Sloga and 
Underground Club are popular nightlife spots. 

Day Trips from Sarajevo 

• Olympic Mountains: The nearby mountains of Jahorina and Bjelašnica (see 
Chapter 4) are easy day trips, offering fresh air, hiking trails, and beautiful 
scenery year-round. 

• Visoko Pyramids: The claimed "Bosnian Pyramids" and the associated Ravne 
Tunnel Labyrinth near the town of Visoko are a popular day trip destination for 
those interested in alternative archaeology, nature, and energy spots. Tours from 
Sarajevo typically last about 5 hours and often include exploring the underground 
labyrinth. 

Site Best For Typical Tour Agency 

Baščaršija Culture, shopping, coffee Sarajevo: Old Town Walking Tour with 
Local Guide 

Latin Bridge History buffs, WWI 
context 

Sarajevo: Grand Walking Tour Through 
Time and Cultures  

War Tunnel 
Museum 

War history and 
resilience Meet Bosnia Tours 

Visoko Pyramids Archaeological mystery, 
nature Bosnian Pyramids Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tourismbih.com/location/sarajevsko-pub-minjon/
https://sarajevo.travel/en/things-to-do/cinemas-sloga/74
https://www.europejazz.net/club/underground-club
https://www.getyourguide.com/latin-bridge-l142720/
https://www.getyourguide.com/latin-bridge-l142720/
https://www.getyourguide.com/latin-bridge-l142720/
https://www.getyourguide.com/latin-bridge-l142720/
https://meetbosnia.com/top-five-sarajevo-museums/
https://meetbosnia.com/tour/bosnian-pyramids-tour/
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The following list includes some of the most established and highly-rated tourist 
agencies based in or operating extensively within Sarajevo. 

Agency Name Specialty / Focus Official 
Website 

Meet Bosnia 
Travel 

Free walking tours, Sarajevo Siege tours, and 
Srebrenica day trips. Meet Bosnia 

Sarajevo 
Insider 

Cultural and historical heritage tours, including "Eat, 
Pray, Love" walking tours. 

Sarajevo 
Insider 

Funky Tours Unique boutique tours, multi-day Balkan road trips, 
and outdoor adventure. Funky Tours 

Visit Sarajevo The official tourism portal with a comprehensive list of 
licensed local agencies. Visit Sarajevo 

Balkantina Specialized gourmet and culinary tours focusing on 
traditional Bosnian food and wine. Balkantina  

Art and Tours Boutique agency blending art, history, and local 
hidden gems. Art and Tours 

Dream Balkans Extensive day tours and transfers to other regional 
hubs like Dubrovnik and Belgrade. 

Dream 
Balkans  

BH Passport Full-service agency offering both incoming and 
outbound travel packages. BH Passport 

Bosnia Travel Focused on comprehensive packages for individuals 
and large groups. Bosnia Travel 

 

Notable Mention: Specialized Local Guides 

For a more personalized experience, platforms like ToursByLocals or tourHQ connect 
you directly with independent private guides who can customize itineraries according to 
your specific interests, such as Jewish heritage or the 1984 Winter Olympics. 

 

 

https://meetbosnia.com/
https://www.sarajevoinsider.com/
https://www.sarajevoinsider.com/
https://funkytours.com/
https://www.visitsarajevo.ba/tourist-agencies/
https://www.balkantina.ba/
https://artandtours.ba/
https://dreambalkans.com/
https://dreambalkans.com/
https://www.bhpassport.ba/
https://bosniatravel.ba/
https://www.toursbylocals.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina/sarajevo
https://www.tourhq.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina/sarajevo/tour-operators
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Car Rental Agencies in Sarajevo 

Agency Primary Location(s) Phone Number Website 

Enterprise Sarajevo Airport & City Center +387 33 789 900 Enterprise 

Avis Airport / Kurta Schorka 36 +387 33 469 933 Avis 

Sixt Sarajevo Airport Terminal +387 33 460 099 SIXT 

Europcar Airport & ASA Center +387 33 460 737 Europcar 

Budget Sarajevo Airport (SJJ) +387 33 469 933 Budget 

Green Motion Airport & Downtown +387 61 317 144 Green Motion 

Payless Sarajevo Airport +387 33 469 933 Payless 

 

Key Contact Notes 

• Avis & Budget/Payless: These agencies often share a central reservation office 
or partner in Bosnia, which is why they may list the same contact number (+387 
33 469 933). 

• Emergency & After Hours: Many agencies, such as Enterprise and Europcar, 
have dedicated mobile numbers for 24/7 technical assistance or after-hours 
pickups. It is highly recommended to save these numbers if you plan to arrive on 
a late-night flight. 

• Local Format: If dialing locally within Bosnia, replace the +387 prefix with a 0 
(e.g., 033 469 933). 

Important Tips for Renting in Sarajevo 

• Airport Surcharges: Most agencies located directly at the airport terminal may 
include an airport tax in the price. 

• Cross-Border Travel: If you plan to drive to neighboring countries like Croatia or 
Montenegro, you must inform the agency to obtain a Green Card (insurance) 
and a cross-border permit. 

• Winter Equipment: From November 1st to April 1st, winter tires and equipment 
are mandatory by law in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 

https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba/sarajevo-international-airport-jfap.html
https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba/sarajevo-city-centre-jfh4.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733789900
https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba.html
https://www.avis.ba/en/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733469933
https://www.avis.ba/en/
https://www.sixt.com/car-rental/bosnia-and-herzegovina/sarajevo/sarajevo-international-airport/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733460099
https://www.sixt.com/car-rental/bosnia-and-herzegovina/sarajevo/
https://www.europcar.ba/pages/europcar-in-bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://www.europcar.ba/pages/europcar-in-bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733460737
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.europcar.ba/
https://www.budget.com/en/locations/qb/sarajevo/sjj
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733469933
https://www.budget.com/en/locations/qb/sarajevo/sjj
https://greenmotion.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/sarajevo-airport
https://greenmotion.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/sarajevo-downtown
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38761317144
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://greenmotion.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://www.paylesscar.com/en/locations/qb/sarajevo/sjj
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733469933
https://www.paylesscar.com/en/locations/qb/sarajevo/sjj
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733469933
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38733469933
https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba/sarajevo-international-airport-jfap.html
https://www.europcar.ba/pages/europcar-in-bosnia-and-herzegovina
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Chapter 2 

Mostar 
A Bridge Through Time in Herzegovina 

 

Mostar, named after the mostari (bridge keepers) who guarded the original crossing, is 
the most famous city in the Herzegovina region. It is a place of dramatic beauty, where 
the turquoise Neretva River carves a deep valley and the iconic Stari Most (Old Bridge) 
connects two distinct cultural sides. The city is a powerful symbol of reconciliation and 
the coexistence of diverse communities. 

The Stari Most: A UNESCO Icon 

The Old Bridge is the city's main attraction and a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
Originally commissioned by Suleiman the Magnificent and built in the 16th century by 
Mimar Hayruddin, an apprentice of the renowned architect Mimar Sinan, the bridge was 
an extraordinary technological achievement of Ottoman Islamic architecture. 

• Destruction and Reconstruction: The original bridge stood for 427 years 
before being intentionally destroyed during the 1990s conflict. It was meticulously 
rebuilt using original techniques and local stone, reopening in 2004 as a symbol 
of hope and international cooperation. 



17 
 

• The Diving Tradition: For centuries, it has been a tradition for the town's young 
men to leap from the bridge into the frigid Neretva River. This act is now a formal 
annual competition held every summer (late July). You will often see members of 
the Mostari Divers' Club collecting money from tourists before performing the 
daring "Lasta" (swallow dive). 

Old Town: Kujundžiluk and Cultural Sites 

The area around the Stari Most is a captivating labyrinth of cobblestone streets and 
Ottoman-era architecture. 

• Old Bazaar (Kujundžiluk): The Old Bazaar, dating back to the 16th century, 
winds along a cobbled street and was once the bustling commercial heart of the 
city with over 500 workshops. Today, you can browse artisan shops selling 
handmade copperware, carpets, jewelry, and local crafts. 

• Koski Mehmed Pasha Mosque: Located near the bridge, this mosque offers a 
beautiful courtyard and is open to tourism. For a small fee, you can climb the 
minaret for a spectacular panoramic view of the Old Bridge and the river. 

• Kriva Ćuprija (Crooked Bridge): A smaller, picturesque stone arch bridge that 
acts as a miniature, trial version of the Stari Most. 

• Old Bridge Museum: Housed within the Tara Tower, this museum documents 
the bridge's history, destruction, and reconstruction, offering awesome views of 
the bridge from the top. 

A Taste of Herzegovina: Local Cuisine 

Mostar is a fantastic destination to indulge in the heartier flavors of Bosnian and 
Herzegovinian cuisine. 

• Ćevapi & Japrak: Try the country's national dish, ćevapi, at famous spots like 
Ćevabdžinica Tima-Irma. Also highly recommended is japrak (stuffed chard 
leaves). 

• Traditional Dining: Restaurants like Restaurant Šadrvan and Hindin Han offer 
traditional Bosnian dishes in a charming setting. 

• Neretva River Trout: Being on the Neretva, freshwater fish is a specialty, with 
trout being a popular local dish. 

• Wines: Don't forget to sample the local Herzegovina wines, particularly the white 
Žilavka and red Blatina. 

 

https://wanderlog.com/list/geoCategory/74560/where-to-eat-best-restaurants-in-mostar
https://wanderlog.com/list/geoCategory/74560/where-to-eat-best-restaurants-in-mostar
https://oldtownexplorer.com/destinations/bosnia/mostar/mostar-food/
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Day Trips from Mostar: The Pearls of Herzegovina 

Mostar is the perfect base for exploring the historical and natural wonders of the region. 
The most popular day tours often combine these "Pearls of Herzegovina". 

• Blagaj Tekke: Only a 15-minute drive from Mostar, this stunning 16th-century 
Dervish monastery (Tekke) is nestled at the base of a towering cliff, right at the 
spring of the Buna River. 

• Počitelj: A medieval stone village and UNESCO-listed site perched dramatically 
on a hillside overlooking the Neretva River, known for its Ottoman-era 
architecture and fortress. 

• Kravica Waterfalls: A breathtaking series of tufa cascades reaching 25 meters 
high, creating a natural emerald pool where swimming is popular in the warmer 
months (May to October). 

• Međugorje: A world-renowned Catholic pilgrimage site, included on many day 
trips. 

Day Trip 
Destination Highlight Typical Tour Agency 

(Example) 

Blagaj Dervish House at Buna River 
Spring EuropaAdventure 

Počitelj Medieval stone town, Ottoman 
architecture The Abroad Guide Day Trip 

Kravica Swimming beneath the cascades 
(summer) GetYourGuide Excursions 

Mostar is a major tourism center, and visits are organized by both local agencies based 
within the city and larger operators from Sarajevo or Dubrovnik. 

Agency Name Primary Focus / Specialization Website Link 

iHouse Travel 
Local Expertise: Offers "Retro Tours" in vintage 
vehicles, bike rentals, and classic Old Bridge 

walking tours. 
iHouse Travel 

Fortuna Tours 
DMC & Large Groups: One of the oldest agencies 
in the city, specializing in MICE services and tailor-

made Balkan itineraries. 
Fortuna Tours 

https://www.europaadventure.com/en/tours-in-bosnia-and-herzegovina/mostar-blagaj-pocitelj-kravice-waterfalls-day-tour/
https://theabroadguide.com/pearls-of-herzegovina-blagaj-pocitelj-mogorjelo-kravice-waterfalls-and-medjugorje-day-trip-from-mostar/
https://www.getyourguide.com/mostar-l1334/
https://ihouse-mostar.com/
https://fortuna.ba/
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Agency Name Primary Focus / Specialization Website Link 

Explore Mostar 
Adventures 

Outdoor & Adventure: Known for Neretva River 
rafting, Lukomir hiking, and small-group 

Herzegovina "Four Pearls" tours. 

Explore Mostar 
Adventures 

Meet Bosnia 
Tours 

Sarajevo-Mostar Day Trips: The most popular 
choice for travelers visiting Mostar as a day trip 

from Sarajevo. 
Meet Bosnia 

Shams Travel 
Cultural Packages: Focuses on multi-day holidays 

in Bosnia and specialized city-specific tours of 
Mostar. 

Shams Travel 

Contact Travel 
Full Service: Handles hotel bookings, airport 

transfers, and customized eco-tourism packages 
within Herzegovina. 

Contact Travel 

 Top Things to Do in Mostar 

• Stari Most (Old Bridge): A UNESCO World Heritage site and the heart of the 
city. Watch local divers leap from the bridge into the Neretva. 

• The "Four Pearls" of Herzegovina: Most agencies offer a combo tour that 
includes Mostar, the Kravice Waterfalls, the medieval village of Počitelj, and the 
Dervish monastery in Blagaj. 

• War Heritage Tours: Several agencies, such as Fortuna, offer specialized walks 
that explain the city's complex modern history and the 1990s conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://exploremostar.com/
https://exploremostar.com/
https://meetbosnia.com/
https://shams-travel.ba/
https://contact-travel.ba/
https://exploremostar.com/
https://meetbosnia.com/
https://ihouse-mostar.com/
https://fortuna.ba/
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Car Rental Agencies in Mostar 

Agency Primary Location(s) Phone Number Website 

Enterprise Mostar Airport & City Center 

+387 62 991 
747  

Enterprise 

Europcar Mostar Airport & Bus Station 

+387 61 782 
756  

Europcar 

Carrus Mostar Airport & Hotel 
Bristol 

+387 63 433 
800 

Carrus Mostar 

Rent A Car 
Champion Trg Ivana Krndelja 9  

+387 61 583 
333 

Champion  

E & G Rentacar City Center / Airport Delivery 

+387 61 406 
050  

E & G 
Rentacar 

Artic Rent a Car Mostar Airport & City 

+387 63 434 
433  

Artic Trade 

Carwiz Alekse Šantića 2 & Airport 

+387 36 557 
335  

Carwiz  

Rent a Car Duo Regional Delivery 

+387 63 485 
953  

Duo 

Local Tips for Mostar 

• Pick-up Locations: Most agencies provide a "Meet and Greet" service at the 
Mostar International Airport (OMO) or the main Bus Station. 

• Cross-Border Travel: Since Mostar is close to the Croatian border (Dubrovnik 
and Split), confirm with your agency if they allow cross-border travel and if they 
provide the necessary "Green Card" insurance. 

• Navigation: If you are driving into the Old Town, be aware that many streets are 
pedestrian-only or very narrow. It is often better to park in a designated lot 
nearby. 

 

 

 

https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba/mostar.html
https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba/mostar.html
https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba/mostar.html
https://www.enterprise.com/en/car-rental-locations/ba/mostar.html
https://www.europcar.com/en-us/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/mostar
https://www.europcar.com/en-us/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/mostar/mostar-airport
https://www.europcar.com/en-us/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/mostar/mostar-airport
https://www.europcar.com/en-us/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/mostar
https://carrus.ba/
https://carrus.ba/
http://carrus.ba/
http://carrus.ba/
http://carrus.ba/
https://rentacarchampion.com/en/
https://rentacarchampion.com/en/
https://rentacarchampion.com/en/
https://rentacarchampion.com/en/
https://eg-rentacar.com/en/about-us/
https://eg-rentacar.com/en/about-us/
https://eg-rentacar.com/en/about-us/
https://eg-rentacar.com/en/about-us/
https://eg-rentacar.com/en/about-us/
https://artic.ba/
https://artic.ba/
https://artic.ba/
https://artic.ba/
https://www.kayak.com/Cheap-Mostar-Car-Rentals.9949.cars.ksp
https://www.kayak.com/Cheap-Mostar-Car-Rentals.9949.cars.ksp
https://www.kayak.com/Cheap-Mostar-Car-Rentals.9949.cars.ksp
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.carwiz.rent-a-car.ba/en
https://www.rentacar-duo.com/
https://www.rentacar-duo.com/
https://www.rentacar-duo.com/
https://www.rentacar-duo.com/
https://www.booking.com/cars/airport/ba/omo.html
https://www.europcar.com/en-us/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/mostar
https://www.europcar.com/en-us/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/mostar
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Chapter3 

Banja Luka 
City of Greenery 

 

Banja Luka, the second-largest city in Bosnia and Herzegovina, is a hub for 
adventure tourism (especially rafting) and cultural history. 

• Kastel Fortress (Tvrđava Kastel): This is the oldest monument in Banja Luka, 
situated on the banks of the Vrbas River. It dates back to the Roman Empire and 
hosts cultural events and festivals today. 

• Ferhat Pasha Mosque (Ferhadija Mosque): Built in the 16th century, this is 
considered one of the most important historical and religious sites in the city and 
a beautiful example of Ottoman architecture. 

• Christ the Savior Cathedral: A grand Serbian Orthodox church known for its 
impressive architecture, reddish-brown stones, and golden domes. 

• Gospodska Street: The city's main pedestrian boulevard, nicknamed 
"Gentleman's Street," is perfect for walking, shopping, and enjoying the city's 
atmosphere and architecture. 

• Vrbas River Activities: The river flowing through the city is famous for its 
unique, flat-bottomed Dayak boats, which are a fundamental part of Banja 
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Luka's cultural heritage. You can also join a thrilling white-water rafting tour on 
the Vrbas. 

• Banj Hill (Banj Brdo): Located above the city, this hill offers spectacular 
panoramic views and is a popular spot for a hike or walk, especially to see the 
sunset. 

• Hot Springs (Srpske Toplice): You can bathe in natural hot springs located right 
on the Vrbas River. 

Nearby Attractions (Day Trips) 

• Kozara National Park: Just a short drive from the city, this park is a popular spot 
for hiking, cycling, and enjoying nature. It is also a significant WWII historical 
memorial site. 

• Krupa na Vrbasu: Located about 40 minutes south of Banja Luka, this charming 
village is known for the Krupa Waterfalls (or Krupa Falls), old wooden 
watermills, and a centuries-old monastery. It's a great spot for a scenic hike. 

• Ethno Village Ljubačke Doline: Located about 17 km from Banja Luka, this 
open-air museum showcases traditional architecture, material culture, and 
furniture from the late 19th and early 20th centuries, complete with a tavern 
serving traditional dishes. 

• Jajce: Often done as a day trip from Banja Luka, this historic town features a 
magnificent 22-meter waterfall in its center, the ruins of the Jajce Fortress, and 
the historic Pliva Watermills. 

While many larger agencies are based in Sarajevo, several local specialists 
and regional operators focus specifically on the Krajina region. 

Agency Name Recommended Tour / Focus Website Link 

Good Host 
Banja Luka 

City Insider: Heritage 
expeditions, gastro tours, and 
unique "Dajak" boat rides on 

the Vrbas river. 

Good Host 
Banja Luka 

Banjaluka 
Travel 

Adventure & Nature: 
Specialized in Vrbas River 

rafting, forest walks, and trips 
to the Krupa waterfalls. 

Banjaluka 
Travel 

https://goodhostbl.com/
https://goodhostbl.com/
http://banjalukatravel.com/en/home/
http://banjalukatravel.com/en/home/
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Agency Name Recommended Tour / Focus Website Link 

Eagle Travel 
Agency 

Classic Sightseeing: 
Professional guided walking 
tours focusing on the city’s 

complex history and 
landmarks. 

Eagle Travel 

Funky Tours 

Cultural Deep-Dive: UNESCO 
arts and crafts workshops, 
truffle hunting, and Kozara 
National Park excursions. 

Funky Tours 

Discover BiH 

Regional Specialist: Offers 
multi-city itineraries connecting 
Banja Luka with Sarajevo and 

Mostar. 

Discover BiH 

GetYourGuide 

Day Excursions: Quick 
booking for guided hikes in 

Krupa na Vrbasu and short city 
orientation walks. 

GetYourGuide 
Banja Luka 

 Travel Tips for Banja Luka 

• The Dajak Boat: If you visit in the summer, look for a tour that includes a Dajak 
ride. This is a traditional shallow-river boat unique to Banja Luka, similar to a 
gondola but pushed with a pole. 

• Krupa na Vrbasu: Most agencies offer a half-day trip to this village (about 25km 
away). It features stunning waterfalls, old wooden watermills, and the St. Elijah 
Monastery. 

• Rafting: The Vrbas River hosted the World Rafting Championship; it is one of the 
best places in Europe for both beginners and pros. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eagletravel.ba/banja-luka/
https://funkytours.com/tour-category/banja-luka-cultural-trips/
https://discoverbih.com/experiences&attractions/tour-operators-travel-agents/
https://www.getyourguide.com/en-au/banja-luka-l164204/
https://www.getyourguide.com/en-au/banja-luka-l164204/
https://goodhostbl.com/
https://goodhostbl.com/
https://bookaweb.com/banja-luka/tours
https://bookaweb.com/banja-luka/tours
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Car Rental Agencies in Banja Luka 

Agency Primary 
Location(s) 

Phone 
Number Website 

Avis Banja Luka 
Airport 

+387 144 
04 247  

Avis 

Carwiz Airport & 
Downtown 

+387 66 
993 399  

Carwiz  

Green Motion Airport & 
Downtown 

+387 65 
938 666  

Green Motion 

Control Rent A 
Car 

Airport & 
Downtown 

+387 51 
388 258  

Control Rent A 
Car 

Cooperšped Knjaza Miloša 
83 

+387 65 
512 305  

Cooperšped 

M Line Krajiških 
brigada 24  

+387 66 
605 605  

M Line 

ExpressCars Banja Luka 
City 

+387 66 
583 000  

ExpressCars 

Europcar Banja Luka 
Airport 

+387 61 
782 756  

Europcar 

Important Information for Banja Luka 

• Airport vs. City: Many agencies (like Avis and Carwiz) have desks directly at the 
airport terminal, while others offer "Meet and Greet" services where they meet 
you at the arrivals gate. 

• Payment: Major international brands typically require a credit card for the 
security deposit. Some local agencies may accept cash or debit cards, but it is 
best to confirm this in advance. 

• Driving Regulations: If you plan to travel from Banja Luka towards Croatia or 
other European Union countries, ensure the agency provides the necessary 
Green Card insurance. 

 

https://www.avis.com/en/locations/qb/laktasi/bnx
https://www.avis.com/en/locations/qb/laktasi/bnx
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38714404247
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38714404247
https://www.avis.com/en/locations/qb/banja-luka
https://www.carwiz.rent/en/offices/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-airport/
https://www.carwiz.rent/en/offices/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-downtown/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38766993399
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38766993399
https://www.carwiz.rent/en/offices/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-downtown/
https://greenmotion.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-airport
https://greenmotion.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-downtown
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38765938666
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38765938666
https://greenmotion.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-downtown
https://controlrentacar.com/en/contact
https://controlrentacar.com/en/contact
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38751388258
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38751388258
https://controlrentacar.com/en/contact
https://controlrentacar.com/en/contact
https://www.coopersped.net/en/
https://www.coopersped.net/en/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38765512305
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38765512305
https://www.coopersped.net/en/
https://rentacarmline.com/contact-us/
https://rentacarmline.com/contact-us/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38766605605
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38766605605
https://rentacarmline.com/contact-us/
https://expresscars.ba/en/contact
https://expresscars.ba/en/contact
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38766583000
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38766583000
https://expresscars.ba/en/contact
https://www.europcar.com/en-db/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka/banja-luka-airport
https://www.europcar.com/en-db/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka/banja-luka-airport
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38761782756
https://www.google.com/search?q=tel:%2B38761782756
https://www.europcar.com/en-db/places/car-rental-bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka/banja-luka-airport
https://www.avis.com/en/locations/qb/laktasi/bnx
https://www.carwiz.rent/en/offices/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-airport/
https://www.coopersped.net/en/
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Chapter 4 
Thrills on Water: White Water Rafting and River Adventures 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a hidden gem for white water rafting and river adventures, 
boasting some of Europe's most pristine and exhilarating rivers. Carving through 
dramatic canyons and lush landscapes, these waterways offer unforgettable 
experiences for both seasoned rafters and adventurous beginners. The crystal-clear, 
emerald-green waters are not just for adrenaline junkies; many sections are perfect for 
scenic floats, kayaking, or simply enjoying the tranquility of nature. 

The Una River: Wild Beauty and Waterfalls 

Often called "the pearl of nature," the Una River in northwestern Bosnia is renowned for 
its stunning waterfalls and vibrant ecosystem. The Una National Park is dedicated to 
preserving its natural beauty, making it a pristine destination for rafting. The most 
famous stretch for rafting is around the Štrbački Buk and Martin Brod waterfalls, 
offering a spectacular backdrop to your adventure. The rapids here range from Class II 
to Class IV, providing a thrilling challenge. 
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The Neretva River: Canyon Rafting 

The Neretva River, the "emerald of Herzegovina," offers an unforgettable rafting 
experience centered around the historic town of Konjic. Known for its deep, dramatic 
canyons and stunning crystal-clear, drinkable water, the Neretva provides an exciting 
yet family-friendly adventure. 

 

• The Route: Most tours cover a 20-22 km stretch of the upper canyon, typically 
taking about six hours on the water. 

• Rapids: The rapids are generally rated as Class II to Class IV, making the river 
suitable for both beginners and experienced rafters. 

• Highlights: Highlights often include passing under a refreshing waterfall, cliff 
jumping, and enjoying a delicious barbecue lunch (often Halal, with vegetarian 
options) on a secluded beach inside the Rakitnica canyon, a major tributary to 
the Neretva. 

• Base Camp: Konjic is the main hub for Neretva rafting, conveniently located 
about an hour's drive from both Sarajevo and Mostar. 

Other Rivers: Vrbas and Tara 

• Vrbas River: Located near Banja Luka, the Vrbas is well-developed for white 
water sports and has hosted international competitions, offering Class II to Class 
IV rapids. 
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• Tara River: The Tara River forms a border with Montenegro and is famous for 
having Europe's deepest canyon. Rafting on the Tara is generally done from the 
Bosnian side and is an extremely popular, multi-day option for its sheer scale. 

 

What to Expect and Tour Operators 

Rafting season typically runs from late spring (May) to late summer (September), when 
water levels are ideal. All tours provide necessary safety equipment, including wetsuits, 
helmets, and life jackets, and are led by professional, certified guides. 

River Main Hub Tour Agencies 

Una 
River 

Bihać (Una-Sana 
Canton) 

Una Aquarius (R1 Štrbački Buk tour), Natura Art 
(Calmer family routes available), GetYourGuide (Una 

Pirates Guided Rafting Adventure) 

Neretva 
River 

Konjic (Herzegovina-
Neretva Canton) 

Raft Kor (Complete package with BBQ lunch), Funky 
Tours (Full-day tour from Sarajevo), Grand River 
Rafting Center, Viator (Suitable for all skill levels) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://una-aquarius.com/
https://naturaart.ba/en/home/
https://www.getyourguide.com/bihac-l207883/bihac-una-national-park-guided-rafting-adventure-t682760/
https://www.neretvarafting.com/
https://funkytours.com/tour/neretva-rafting-tour/
https://funkytours.com/tour/neretva-rafting-tour/
https://grandriver.ba/en/
https://grandriver.ba/en/
https://www.viator.com/Mostar-attractions/Neretva-River/d22322-a21754
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Chapter 5 
Winter Wonderland: Skiing in the Dinaric Alps 

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a prime winter destination, renowned for the Dinaric Alps 
that provided the spectacular stage for the 1984 Winter Olympics in Sarajevo. The 
country offers a blend of quality slopes, charming alpine ambiance, and exceptional 
value compared to Western European resorts. 

Jahorina: Olympic Glamour and Modern Slopes 

Jahorina is the largest and most developed ski resort in Bosnia and Herzegovina, often 
regarded as the jewel of the Olympic mountains. Following extensive investment, the 
resort now boasts modern lift systems, including six-seater chairlifts and gondolas. 

• Slopes and Trails: With over 45 km of ski slopes and 10 km of dedicated 
toboggan runs, Jahorina caters to all skill levels, from beginners to experienced 
skiers. 

• Infrastructure: The resort features a modern snowmaking system, guaranteeing 
snow coverage throughout the season. 

• Night Skiing: A major attraction is the availability of night skiing on several 
routes, offering a unique experience under the stars. 

• Apres-Ski: Jahorina has a vibrant apres-ski scene with numerous hotels, 
restaurants, and bars right on the slopes. 

Bjelašnica: Challenging Peaks and Olympic Legacy 

Bjelašnica is famous for hosting the 1984 Olympic downhill races and is known for its 
often more challenging, higher-altitude runs. It typically has some of the longest snow 
retention in the region. 
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• Altitude: The peak reaches over 2,000 meters, contributing to colder 
temperatures and excellent snow conditions. 

• Expert Terrain: While offering slopes for all levels, Bjelašnica is particularly 
suited for more proficient skiers looking for steeper and faster terrain. 

• Village Connection: The ski center is only about 25 km from Sarajevo, making it 
an easy day trip or a base for a mountain stay. 

Vlašić: Family-Friendly Fun and Alpine Beauty 

Located in Central Bosnia near the town of Travnik, Vlašić is a well-known ski center 
with a reputation for being an excellent family destination. 

• Versatility: Vlašić offers slopes for skiing, snowboarding, sledding, and 
snowshoeing. 

• Alpine Ambiance: The mountain is known for its beautiful, serene alpine 
atmosphere and its traditional Bosnian architecture. 

Ski Schools and Equipment Rental 

All major resorts (Jahorina, Bjelašnica, Vlašić) have accredited ski and snowboard 
schools offering private and group lessons for children and adults. Rental shops are 
abundant, providing high-quality gear at prices significantly more competitive than those 
found in the Alps. 

Resort Best For Total Slopes 
(Approx.) Agency 

Jahorina Modern amenities, night 
skiing, large groups 45 km Ski School Jahorina Prestige 

(Lessons/Equipment) 

Bjelašnica Advanced skiers, high-
altitude challenges 14 km Visit Sarajevo Tours (Transfers 

and ski packages) 

Vlašić Families, traditional 
Bosnian experience 

Various, up to 
15 km 

Vlašić Ski Resort (Lift tickets and 
info) 

 

 

 

 

https://jahorinaprestige.com/en/ski-skola-jahorina-prestige/
https://www.visitsarajevo.ba/
https://www.skiresort.info/ski-resort/vlasic/
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Chapter 6 
Hiking, Fishing and Trekking: Exploring Pristine Wilderness 

The Dinaric Alps dominate the landscape of Bosnia and Herzegovina, creating a 
paradise for hikers, climbers, and mountaineers. The country's mountains offer a 
network of well-maintained trails, rustic mountain huts (planinarski dom), and 
opportunities to explore nature untouched by mass tourism. The summer months (June 
to September) offer the best hiking conditions, with cool, refreshing mountain air. 

Hiking and Trekking 

Sutjeska National Park: Maglić Peak and Perućica Forest 

Sutjeska National Park is not only the oldest national park in BiH but also one of its 
most impressive natural reserves. It is a mandatory stop for serious hikers and nature 
enthusiasts. 

• Maglić Peak (2,386m): As the highest mountain in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
summiting Maglić is the ultimate challenge for hikers. The views from the top, 
often leading into Montenegro, are unparalleled. 

• Perućica Primeval Forest: Contained within the park, Perućica is one of the last 
remaining primeval forests in Europe. Access is heavily restricted to preserve its 
ecosystem, but viewing platforms offer breathtaking perspectives of its towering 
trees and deep valleys. 

• Heart-shaped Lake: The beautiful Trnovačko Lake (often called the heart-
shaped lake) is a popular destination accessible via hiking trails from the park, 
offering a stunning spot to rest and take photos. 

Bjelašnica and Visočica: High-Altitude Trails and Traditional Villages 

The mountains surrounding Sarajevo offer fantastic high-altitude hiking, combining 
challenging trails with cultural immersion in traditional villages. 

• Bjelašnica Trails: During the summer, the ski slopes transform into excellent 
hiking and cycling trails. The main summit is accessible via well-marked paths. 

• Lukomir Village: Perched at 1,495 meters, Lukomir is the highest and most 
remote permanently inhabited village in BiH. It retains its original Kaukaz-style 
stone houses with cherry wood roof shingles and offers hikers an incredible 
cultural experience, often integrated into multi-day treks. 

• Visočica Mountain: Offers stunning panoramic ridge trails and is often trekked 
in combination with Bjelašnica. 
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Blidinje Nature Park: Lakes, Canyons, and Unique Rock Formations 

Blidinje Nature Park, located in the Dinaric Alps, is a vast, beautiful region that 
includes the Čvrsnica and Vran mountains. 

• Hajdučka Vrata (Outlaw Gate): This spectacular natural rock arch, carved by 
wind and rain, is a popular destination and a symbol of the park. 

• Blidinje Lake: The park's central feature is this large alpine lake, surrounded by 
hiking and nature trails. 

• Stećci: The park is home to numerous groups of medieval tombstone 
monuments (stećci), which are a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Via Dinarica: The Mega-Trail Experience 

For the truly ambitious, Bosnia and Herzegovina forms a significant and often 
spectacular section of the Via Dinarica, a massive mega-trail that links all the Dinaric 
Alps mountain ranges. The trail has three main routes: the White Trail (most 
challenging), the Green Trail (trekking), and the Blue Trail (coastal). 

Hiking 
Area Key Feature Trail Difficulty Typical Agency 

Sutjeska Highest Peak (Maglić), 
Primeval Forest 

Challenging to 
Expert 

Green Visions (Guided hikes 
and multi-day tours) 

Bjelašnica Lukomir Village, High 
Ridge Walk 

Moderate to 
Challenging 

Funky Tours (Guided day 
hikes to Lukomir) 

Blidinje Hajdučka Vrata, Stećci Easy to Moderate Blidinje Nature Park Center 
(Local guiding services) 
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Fishing 

Top Fishing Rivers and Spots 

 

The most attractive and highly recommended fishing spots are primarily centered 
around the country's pristine rivers: 

River/Location Key Attraction Notable Fish Species 

Una River (Una 
National Park) 

Known as one of the best places for 
catching the elusive Danube Salmon 

(Hucho hucho). The area near Martin Brod 
offers pristine fly fishing. 

Danube Salmon 
(Hucho), Brown Trout, 

Rainbow Trout, 
Grayling. 

Pliva River (near 
Šipovo & Jajce) 

A beautiful, slow-flowing limestone river 
renowned for its large population of trophy 

grayling, which can reach up to 60 cm. 

Grayling 
(predominant), Brown 

Trout. 

Ribnik River 
A short, highly productive river, often called 
a "dry fly lovers' river," that is strictly catch-

and-release. It is open all year round. 

Grayling (abundant), 
Brown Trout. 

Neretva River 
Famous for being a habitat for the endemic 
Soft-mouth Trout. The midstream section 
between Konjic and Mostar features three 

large artificial lakes (Jablanicko, Salakovac, 

Soft-mouth Trout, 
Marble Trout, Brown 

Trout, Grayling, 
Adriatic Trouts. 
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River/Location Key Attraction Notable Fish Species 

and Grabovicko Lake) that are popular 
fishing spots. 

Sana River & 
Sanica River 

Located in the north-western part of the 
country, this area is known for excellent fly 
fishing conditions and is a great starting 
point for targeting Hucho. 

Grayling, Brown Trout, 
Danube Salmon. 

Krušnica River 
A tributary of the Una, known for its strong 
water flow and abundant population of 
large grayling and brown trout. 

Grayling, Brown Trout. 

 

Important Tips for Anglers 

• Licensing: Most rivers are managed by local fishing clubs, and you must obtain 
a fishing license locally prior to fishing. 

• Catch-and-Release: Many of the best fishing sections, particularly on the Ribnik 
and Pliva, operate on a strict catch-and-release basis, and barbless hooks are 
mandatory. 

• Types of Fishing: While fly fishing is the most popular type, you can also find 
opportunities for spin fishing and float fishing for species like carp and pike in the 
larger lakes. 
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Guided Fishing Agencies in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Agency / Guide 
Service 

Rivers 
Covered Key Services Offered Website / 

Source 

Go To Nature 
Ribnik, Pliva, 
Sana, Una, 

Sanica 

All-inclusive tours, accommodation, 
gear rental, and airport transfers. Go To Nature 

Fly Fishing 
Bosnia 

Ribnik, Pliva, 
Sana, Una, 

Sanica 

Professional guiding, custom rod 
building, and lodge partnerships 

(Lodge Kraljevac). 

Fly Fishing 
Bosnia 

LTG Fly Fishing 
Center 

Ribnik, Pliva, 
Upper Sana, 

Janj 

Operates dedicated fly fishing 
centers, manages licenses, and 

provides luxury villas. 

Ribnik Fly 
Fishing 
Center 

Bosnian Alps Fly 
Fishing 

Ribnik, Pliva, 
Sana, Una, 

Neretva 

All-inclusive packages based in 
Ribnik, including hotel stays and 

full-day guiding. 
Alps Fly Fish 

Una Discovery 
Una, Unac, 

Sanica, 
Krušnica 

Specialized in the Una river (Martin 
Brod & Kulen Vakuf) and Hucho 
Hucho (Danube Salmon) fishing. 

Una 
Discovery 

Amir Alagić 
(BaitYourHook) 

Ribnik, Pliva, 
Sana, Una, 
Krušnica 

Personal guiding services, fishing 
school for beginners, and 

equipment rental. 

Bait Your 
Hook 

Pop Fly Fishing 
Pliva, Ribnik, 

Sanica, 
Kocanica 

Custom Balkan adventures, airport 
transfers, and expert localized 

knowledge. 

Pop Fly 
Fishing 

Mankov Fly 
Fishing Ribnik, Una 

Specialized destination packages 
with a focus on technique and 

"matching the hatch." 

Mankov Fly 
Fishing 

Buy The Fly Ribnik, Pliva, 
Sana 

Multi-day guiding programs 
focusing on the limestone spring 

creeks of the region. 
Buy The Fly 

 

https://fishingbooker.com/charters/view/28619
https://www.fishingbosnia.com/
https://www.fishingbosnia.com/
https://ribnikflyfish.com/
https://ribnikflyfish.com/
https://ribnikflyfish.com/
https://alpsflyfish.com/bosnian-alps-fly-fishing/
https://una-discovery.guide/en/
https://una-discovery.guide/en/
https://www.baityourhook.com/listing/832
https://www.baityourhook.com/listing/832
https://bosnia-flyfishing.com/
https://bosnia-flyfishing.com/
https://mankovflyfishing.com/destinations/bosnia/river-ribnik/
https://mankovflyfishing.com/destinations/bosnia/river-ribnik/
https://www.buythefly.com/tour-guiding/
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Biking and Cycling: Traversing Mountains and Old Railways 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is rapidly emerging as a premier cycling destination, offering 
everything from demanding high-altitude mountain biking to scenic, gentle routes along 
abandoned railway lines. The country is a central part of the expansive Trans Dinarica 
Cycle Route and features its own challenging bikepacking routes, like the Bosnian 
Highline. 

Major Cycling Routes and Trails 

• The Ćiro Trail (Mostar to Trebinje): This is one of the most famous and 
accessible routes, following the path of an old Austrian-Hungarian narrow-gauge 
railway. 

o Highlights: The route stretches through the foothills of the Dinaric Alps in 
Herzegovina, passing by vineyards, the Popovo Plains, Vjetrenica Cave, 
and the wine cellars of Tvrdos Monastery. 

o Surface: It primarily consists of repurposed village roads and is suitable 
for gravel, trekking, or hybrid bikes. 

• The Bosnian Highline: A challenging 400 km bikepacking route perfect for 
experienced riders, exploring the heart of the Dinaric Alps. 

o Terrain: Expect a demanding mix of deep woods, rugged mountaintops, 
and steep climbs with chunky gravel sections, especially over plateaus like 
Bitovnja and Bjelašnica. 

o Difficulty: This is considered a hard route (rated 7/10), requiring very 
good fitness. 

• Olympic Mountain Trails (Sarajevo Region): The mountains surrounding 
Sarajevo, such as Trebević and Bjelašnica, offer diverse mountain biking. 

o Trebević: Just a short drive from Sarajevo, Trebević has a scenic, diverse 
trail, including a section down the old 1984 Winter Olympics bobsled track. 

o Prokoško Lake: A ride to this crystal-clear mountain lake on Mount 
Vranica is a rewarding intermediate route featuring gravel and dirt roads. 

Long-Distance and Multi-Country Routes 

• Trans Dinarica Cycle Route: BiH is a key section of this epic cycle route that 
connects the Dinaric Mountains across eight countries. The BiH section is known 
for its challenging terrain but spectacular mix of cultures, food, and diverse 
landscapes. 

https://www.transdinarica.com/
https://www.transdinarica.com/
https://meetbosnia.com/tour/balkans-cycling-adventure-tour/


36 
 

• Via Dinarica (Cycling Corridor): Inspired by the hiking trail, the cycling route 
also connects the Dinaric Alps through three corridors: the Blue Line (coastal), 
the White Line (high Dinarides), and the Green Line (inner Dinarides). 

 

Cycling Tour Agencies and Rentals 

Service Tour Type Agency Typical Duration/Feature 

Self-Guided 
Tours 

Ćiro Trail, 
Balkan 
Routes 

ERO Travel 

Provides bikes (including e-bikes), 
GPS navigation, and on-route 

support 

Guided 
Adventures 

Cross-
border, 
Highline 

Much Better 
Adventures, Meet 

Bosnia 

Multi-day tours like the Balkans 
Cycling Adventure Tour 
(Dubrovnik to Sarajevo) 

Rentals/Local 
Tours 

Sarajevo 
Region Green Visions 

Offers bike and e-bike rentals in 
Sarajevo, ideal for local exploration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ero-travel.com/hr/self-guided-cycling-tours/
https://www.muchbetteradventures.com/products/11085-adventures-cycling-tour-bosnia-herzegovina/
https://www.muchbetteradventures.com/products/11085-adventures-cycling-tour-bosnia-herzegovina/
https://meetbosnia.com/tour/balkans-cycling-adventure-tour/
https://meetbosnia.com/tour/balkans-cycling-adventure-tour/
https://greenvisions.ba/en
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Chapter 7 
A Glimpse into the Past: Ethno Villages 

To truly understand the soul of Bosnia and Herzegovina, one must step away from the 
urban bustle and experience the tranquility and traditions of its rural heartland. Ethno 
villages offer a curated look at traditional Bosnian architecture, customs, and 
gastronomy, while living mountain villages provide a direct link to a centuries-old way of 
life. 

Stanišići Ethno Village: A Bosnian Wonderland 

Located near Bijeljina in the northeast, Stanišići Ethno Village is perhaps the most 
famous and comprehensive example of this cultural preservation movement. 

• Design: The village is an authentic complex designed to recreate a traditional 
Bosnian village of the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

• Attractions: It features two main sections: one showcasing wooden houses and 
water mills, and another with stone houses transported from various parts of the 
country. 

• Experience: Visitors can enjoy traditional cuisine, see a replica of a monastery, 
and walk across wooden bridges over flowing streams, providing a peaceful 
escape and a journey back in time. 

Traditional Mountain Villages: Lukomir and Umoljani 

For a more rugged and authentic experience, the traditional mountain villages on the 
slopes of the Olympic mountains offer a profound cultural immersion. 

• Lukomir: This is the highest and most remote permanently inhabited village in 
BiH, located on Bjelašnica. It retains its distinct architectural style of stone 
houses with cherry wood roof shingles. It is often a key stop for hikers on the 
high-altitude trails. 

• Umoljani: Situated close to Lukomir, Umoljani offers breathtaking views of the 
Rakitnica Canyon and is another excellent starting point for hiking the Bjelašnica 
massif. Life here moves slowly, allowing visitors a true glimpse of rural Bosnian 
hospitality. 

Other Notable Ethno Villages 

• Ethno Village Čardaci: Located in Vitez in Central Bosnia, this picturesque 
village is designed to reflect the traditional world of the old Bosnian village and 
often features accommodation in charming wooden chalets. 
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• Ethno Village Dolina Mira: Near Pale, and close to the Jahorina ski resort, this 
village focuses on a peaceful setting, often offering perfect accommodation for 
both skiers in winter and hikers in summer. 

Ethno 
Village Location Key Experience Typical Agency 

Stanišići Bijeljina 
(Northeast) 

Comprehensive living 
museum, traditional food 

Ethno Village Stanišići 
(Accommodation and 

reservation) 

Lukomir Bjelašnica 
Mountain 

Authentic high-altitude 
village life, cultural 

immersion 

Funky Tours (Guided day trips 
including hiking) 

Čardaci Vitez (Central 
Bosnia) 

Traditional architecture and 
chalets 

Ethno Village Čardaci 
(Booking and restaurant info) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.etno-selo.com/en/
https://funkytours.com/
https://cardaci.ba/
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Chapter 8 
National Parks and Natural Wonders 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a land blessed with extraordinary biodiversity and stunning 
landscapes, much of which is protected within its national and nature parks. These 
areas offer travelers a chance to reconnect with nature, see spectacular geological 
formations, and witness the raw beauty of the Balkan mountains and rivers. 

Una National Park: Waterfalls and Biodiversity 

 

Located in the northwestern region near Bihać, Una National Park is centered around 
the majestic Una River, renowned for its clarity, waterfalls, and rich plant and animal life. 

• Štrbački Buk: The park's most iconic feature is this breathtaking series of 
cascades and waterfalls. Standing over 24 meters high, it is a spectacular sight 
and the primary attraction for photographers and nature lovers. 

• Martin Brod: This area features another stunning set of waterfalls, along with the 
unique "sedrene barijere" (tufa barriers), which the river constantly forms. 

• Activities: Beyond viewing the waterfalls, the park is a prime location for white 
water rafting, kayaking, and fly-fishing. 
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Sutjeska National Park: Europe's Last Virgin Forest 

As previously mentioned in the hiking chapter, Sutjeska National Park is a place of 
grand natural and historical significance. 

• Perućica Primeval Forest: This is one of Europe's last remaining virgin forests, 
meticulously protected to maintain its original, untouched state. It is a unique 
ecological treasure. 

• Maglić Mountain: The park hosts the country's highest peak, Maglić (2,386m), 
which draws serious mountaineers. 

• The Valley of Heroes: The park is also the site of the Battle of Sutjeska, a major 
World War II engagement, marked by a massive monument complex dedicated 
to the fallen soldiers. 

Blidinje Nature Park: Geological Marvels 

Blidinje Nature Park is a vast protected area in the Dinaric Alps, characterized by high 
plateaus, impressive mountains, and rich historical heritage. 

 

• Blidinje Lake: The central feature is the beautiful alpine lake, which often 
freezes in winter, providing a stunning spectacle. 

• Hajdučka Vrata: The "Outlaw Gate" is a large, naturally formed rock arch in the 
Čvrsnica mountain range, a must-see for hikers. 

• Stećci Necropolis: The park contains a large, important concentration of Stećci, 
the medieval Bosnian tombstones, which are a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

https://visit-blidinje.com/en/home/
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Kravica Waterfalls: Southern Oasis 

 
Located in Herzegovina, near Ljubuški, the Kravica Waterfalls are a magnificent 
natural attraction often compared to a miniature version of Croatia's Plitvice or Krka 
parks. 

• Formation: Over 25 meters high, the falls cascade over a wide crescent of 
natural tufa barriers into a vast emerald-green basin. 

• Swimming: In the summer months, the basin is a popular and refreshing spot for 
swimming and picnicking. 

Natural Site Location Key Attraction Typical Agency 

Una 
National 

Park 

Bihać 
(Northwest) 

Štrbački Buk waterfalls, 
Rafting 

Una National Park (Official 
park info and guide booking) 

Sutjeska NP Foča 
(Southeast) 

Perućica Forest, Maglić 
Peak 

Green Visions (Trekking and 
historical tours) 

Kravica 
Falls 

Ljubuški 
(South) 

Swimming in the natural 
pool, summer relaxation 

Herzeg Day Tours (Day trips 
from Mostar) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://npuna.com/en/
https://greenvisions.ba/en
https://www.herzegdaytours.com/


42 
 

Chapter 9 
Treasures Beyond the Major Cities 

While Sarajevo and Mostar are anchors of history and culture, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
is dotted with smaller towns and sites that hold immense historical significance, offering 
a deeper understanding of the country's diverse past—from medieval kingdoms to the 
long Ottoman era. 

Jajce: The Royal City and its Waterfall 

Jajce is one of the most picturesque towns in BiH, uniquely characterized by its 
stunning natural and architectural features. 

• Pliva Waterfall: The only natural waterfall in the world that flows directly into the 
heart of a city, where the Pliva River plunges 20 meters into the Vrbas River. This 
is the town's most famous attraction. 

• Jajce Fortress: Crowned by a medieval fortress, Jajce was the last capital of the 
independent Kingdom of Bosnia before the Ottoman conquest. 

• Pliva Lakes and Watermills: Just outside the town, the tranquil Pliva Lakes are 
home to a series of charming, small wooden watermills, a favorite spot for 
photographers. 

• Significance: It was also the site where the second session of the Anti-Fascist 
Council of National Liberation of Yugoslavia (AVNOJ) was held in 1943, marking 
the foundation of post-WWII Yugoslavia. 

Travnik: Ottoman Vizier Town 

Often called the "European Istanbul," Travnik served as the capital of the Ottoman 
province of Bosnia for over 150 years (1697–1850) and was home to over 77 viziers 
(governors). 

• Architecture: The town retains a strong Ottoman feel, featuring two distinctive 
clock towers, numerous mosques, and the medieval Old Town Fortress which 
offers panoramic views. 

• Birthplace of Ivo Andrić: Travnik is the birthplace of Nobel Prize-winning author 
Ivo Andrić, who immortalized the town in his work. His preserved birth house is 
now a museum. 
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Višegrad: The Bridge on the Drina 

Located in eastern Bosnia, Višegrad is famous internationally thanks to the Nobel 
Prize-winning novel, The Bridge on the Drina, by Ivo Andrić. 

• Mehmed Paša Sokolović Bridge: This magnificent 16th-century Ottoman bridge 
is a UNESCO World Heritage site and a masterpiece of Ottoman engineering. Its 
11 arches elegantly span the Drina River. 

• Andrićgrad: A newer, stone town complex built in honor of Ivo Andrić and his 
work, designed with a blend of Byzantine and classical influences. 

Stećci Medieval Tombstones (UNESCO World Heritage) 

Scattered across Bosnia and Herzegovina, often in remote, scenic locations, are 
thousands of Stećci—monumental medieval tombstones. 

• Significance: These tombstones are a cultural phenomenon dating from the 
12th to the 16th centuries and are inscribed with unique reliefs and symbols. 

• Sites: There are several designated UNESCO World Heritage necropolises, 
including Radimlja near Stolac (known for its well-preserved, detailed carvings) 
and those found in Blidinje Nature Park. 
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Bijeljina 
The Heart of Semberija's Plain 

 

Bijeljina, the main city in the fertile Semberija region of northeastern Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, offers a blend of religious heritage, traditional architecture, and spa 
relaxation. Located near the Serbian border and the Drina and Sava rivers, it serves as 
a cultural and economic hub for the region. 

Bijeljina's Top Attractions 

The most famous attractions are found both within the city center and in the surrounding 
Semberija plain. 

• Ethno Village Stanišići (Etno selo Stanišići): 

o This is arguably the most famous attraction, built as a "living museum" that 
offers a glimpse into traditional Bosnian life from the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

o It features authentic wooden houses, watermills, a lake with black swans, 
and two distinct parts: one representing daily life and the other having a 
religious character with replicas of monasteries. 
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• Banja Dvorovi (Spa Dvorovi): 

o Located about 6 km from the city, this spa and excursion site was 
established after the discovery of thermal water in 1957. 

o It offers wellness facilities, various treatments, and recreational areas, 
including an Olympic pool, sports courts, and a gym. 

• Semberija Museum (Muzej Semberije): 

o Located in the oldest building in Bijeljina, the museum features three 
permanent exhibitions: archaeology, ethnology, and history. 

o It holds important collections, including Roman stone monuments and 
medieval Cyrillic inscriptions. 

• Religious Sites (Monasteries and Mosques): 

o Monastery of St Basil of Ostrog: An impressive complex in the city center, 
completed in 1996, that serves as a refuge of serenity. 

o Monastery Tavna: One of the oldest Orthodox monasteries in the region, 
dating back to the 15th century, nestled on the slopes of Mount Majevica. 

o Monastery of St. Petka: Known colloquially as "Little Versailles" for its 
elegance, this Russian-style monastery with five golden domes is located 
about 3 km from the center. 

o Atik Mosque: The oldest mosque in Bijeljina, originally constructed in the 
mid-16th century by Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. It stands elegantly 
on the main square. 

Natural and Outdoor Activities 

The surrounding natural landscape offers opportunities for trekking and 
relaxation. 

• Mount Majevica: The gentle slopes of this mountain are an ideal destination for 
trekking tourism, with trails leading to the Skakavac waterfall, the Hollow Rocks, 
and Novak's Cave. 

• Bijeljina City Park: A large green space in the city, perfect for leisurely strolls, 
relaxation, and recreation. 

Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Bijeljina 

Tours focused specifically on Bijeljina are often offered by local or regional agencies, 
while larger operators may include it as a stop on a multi-day Balkan tour. 
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Agency/Service 
Name Service Focus Link to Agency Page 

Tourist 
Organization of 

Bijeljina 

Provides local sightseeing tours 
to Ethno Village Stanišići, the City 
Hall, Semberija Museum, and the 

local monasteries. 

www.bijeljinaturizam.com 

Happy Travel 

A leading local travel agency in 
Bijeljina offering a range of 

services including bus tours, 
excursions, and travel insurance. 

www.happytravelbn.com 

Dinamik Turs 

A regional agency with a branch 
in Bijeljina that provides complete 

tourist services, including 
organizing travel and excursions. 

office.bn@dinamikturs.com 
(Email) 

Semberija 
Transport 

Local travel agency with a branch 
in Bijeljina specializing in all 

tourist services. 
www.semberijatransport.net 

Explore Bosnia 

Offers tailor-made custom 
adventures across Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, which can include 
the Bijeljina region's cultural and 

natural sites. 

Explore Bosnia 

Funky Tours 

A Bosnia and Herzegovina-based 
travel company that covers the 

Semberija region and can create 
custom holidays. 

Funky Tours 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bijeljinaturizam.com/en/
http://www.happytravelbn.com/
mailto:office.bn@dinamikturs.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=http://www.semberijatransport.net/
https://explore-bosnia.com/
https://funkytours.com/
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Brčko 
Crossroads of History and Rivers 

 

Brčko, the seat of the self-governing Brčko District in northeastern Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, holds a unique administrative status and a rich cultural heritage. Situated 
on the banks of the Sava River, it is historically and geographically a significant 
crossroads, featuring well-preserved Austro-Hungarian architecture and ample riverside 
leisure space. 

City Landmarks and Architecture 

Brčko's city center showcases beautiful European architecture, primarily dating from the 
Austro-Hungarian period. 

• City Hall (Gradska Vijećnica): The most prominent landmark, this City Hall was 
built in the Moorish Revival style in 1892, predating the more famous one in 
Sarajevo. It is known for its intricate angles and vibrant colors. 

• Youth Square (Trg Mladih): The central square is a lively hub surrounded by 
impressive Austro-Hungarian buildings and is a popular spot for cafes and 
cultural events. 

• Religious Monuments: The city is home to important religious sites reflecting its 
diverse community: 

o Cathedral of the Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God: A large 
Orthodox cathedral known for its Byzantine style, iconostasis, and 
frescoes. 
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o Atik-Savska Mosque: The oldest mosque in town, originally built in wood 
and now a national monument located by the riverside. 

o Church of St. Anthony of Padua (Sacred Heart Church): The main Catholic 
church, featuring a noteworthy bell tower. 

• Palestine Palace (Palata Palestina): A beautiful Neo-Renaissance building 
often cited as one of Brčko's most beautiful structures. 

• City Park (Veliki Park): Established in the early 20th century, this park is a 
favorite spot for relaxation, featuring walkways and fountains. 

Nature and Surrounding Excursions 

The area offers several outdoor and regional sightseeing opportunities. 

• Sava River Promenade and Ficibajer: Visitors can enjoy leisurely walks, cycling, 
and fishing along the beautiful paths of the Sava River shore. The adjacent 
Ficibajer is a recreation zone. 

• Majevica Mountain: The slopes of this mountain, located half an hour's drive 
away, offer views of the city in the distance and opportunities for nature 
excursions. 

• Arizona Market: A large and popular flea market located about a half-hour drive 
from the city center. 

• Nearby Fortresses and Villages: Brčko is a good base for day trips to nearby 
medieval sites like the Srebrenik Fortress and the Ethno Village Stanišići near 
Bijeljina. 
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Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Brčko 

Agency/Service 
Name Service Focus Link to Agency 

Page/Tour 

Tourist 
Organization of 
Brčko District 

The official source for local 
sightseeing, programs, and events, 
located at the central Youth Square. 

They can provide information on local 
programs and walking areas. 

www.tobrcko.com 

tourHQ 

A platform to find private local guides 
and guided tours specifically in Brčko, 

including options for tailor-made 
itineraries. 

Private Local Guides & 
Guided Tours in Brcko 

Monterrasol Travel 

Specializes in multi-day private car 
tours across the Central and Eastern 

Balkans, which can include or be 
customized to feature Brčko District. 

Monterrasol Travel 

Funky Tours 

A local Bosnian travel company that 
offers custom holidays and can 

arrange tours to the Semberija region, 
which is close to Brčko. 

Funky Tours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tobrcko.com/en/
https://www.tourhq.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina/brcko/tours
https://www.tourhq.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina/brcko/tours
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.tourradar.com/t/79018
https://funkytours.com/
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Čapljina 
Crossroads of Rivers, Ruins, and Karst 

 

Čapljina is a strategically located town in southern Herzegovina, where the Neretva, 
Trebižat, Bregava, and Krupa rivers meet, creating a diverse and picturesque 
landscape. Known for its Mediterranean climate, ancient ruins, and world-class wines, 
the area offers a compact experience of Herzegovina’s natural beauty and history. 

Historical and Natural Wonders 

The area surrounding Čapljina is rich in UNESCO-listed sites, protected nature 
reserves, and remnants of Roman civilization. 

• Počitelj Medieval Town: This magical, stone-built, open-air museum and historic 
urban center is situated on a steep hillside above the Neretva River, just north of 
Čapljina. It features a Mediterranean-Ottoman fusion style and includes towers, 
mosques, and traditional houses. Climbing the fortress provides amazing river 
views. 

• Kravice Waterfalls (Kravica): Located about 30 km south of Čapljina, this 
natural wonder is a favorite summer swimming spot. The Trebižat River cascades 
28 meters across a natural amphitheater, creating stunning emerald pools. 

• Hutovo Blato Nature Park: A unique wetland nature reserve and ornithological 
reserve, recognized internationally under the Ramsar Convention. Visitors can 
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take guided boat tours to observe the over 250 species of migratory birds that 
frequent the lakes and swamps. 

• Mogorjelo Roman Villa Rustica: Considered the most important Roman 
archaeological site in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the well-preserved foundations of 
this ancient agricultural complex are just 5 km outside of Čapljina. 

• Trebižat River Canoe/Kanu Safari: Visitors can take a canoe trip down the 
beautiful, clear Trebižat River for a relaxing outdoor adventure. 

Wine, History, and Outdoor Activities 

Čapljina is a key stop on the Herzegovina Wine Route and offers unique active tourism 
opportunities. 

• Wine Tasting: The region is known for indigenous grape varieties like the white 
Žilavka and the red Blatina. You can visit a local producer, such as Domano 
Winery, which is famous for its sparkling Žilavka and boasts the largest oak barrel 
in the country. 

• Ćiro Trail Cycling: This self-guided cycling route follows the path of the former 
narrow-gauge railway from Mostar to Čapljina, offering magnificent views of the 
Neretva River canyon and historical stops like Blagaj. 

• Vjetrenica Cave: One of the largest and most beautiful caves in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, located about 40 km southeast of Čapljina, known for its unique 
ecosystem and stunning formations. 

Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Čapljina 

Due to the concentration of major attractions nearby (Počitelj, Kravice, Medjugorje, 
Mostar), many regional and international agencies offer tours that feature Čapljina and 
its surrounding area. 

Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency 

Page/Service 

ERO Travel 
Agency 

A leading local provider of organized active 
travel in Herzegovina, with services covering 

Čapljina, Mogorjelo, Hutovo Blato, and the Via 
Dinarica hiking trail. 

ERO Travel 

OnlyCROATIA 
Offers excursions and tours with a focus on 

active and nature tourism, including options for 
Čapljina from nearby locations. 

OnlyCROATIA 

https://ero-travel.com/tour-destination/capljina/
https://ero-travel.com/tour-destination/capljina/
https://ero-travel.com/tour-destination/capljina/
https://www.onlycroatia.com/travel-destinations,capljina
https://www.onlycroatia.com/travel-destinations,capljina
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Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency 

Page/Service 

Guide to Europe 

Provides a large selection of tours and tickets, 
including the "From Mostar - Herzegovina day 

tour" and a "Self-Guided Cycling on Ciro 
Trail" from Mostar to Čapljina. 

Guide to Europe 

Meet Bosnia 
Travel 

Offers various Bosnian tours and is a well-
reviewed operator specializing in cultural and 

historical experiences across the country. 

Meet Bosnia 
Travel 

JayWay Travel 

Specializes in tailored trip packages and 
multi-destination tours throughout the Adriatic 

and Balkan region, which can be customized to 
include Čapljina. 

JayWay Travel 

 

 

 

 

https://guidetoeurope.com/bosnia-herzegovina/best-tours-and-tickets/in-city-of-capljina
https://guidetoeurope.com/bosnia-herzegovina/best-tours-and-tickets/in-city-of-capljina
https://guidetoeurope.com/bosnia-herzegovina/best-tours-and-tickets/in-city-of-capljina
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.tourradar.com/t/20267
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.tourradar.com/t/20267
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
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Doboj 
Fortress, Rivers, and Mountain Air 

 

Doboj, strategically positioned at the confluence of the Bosna, Spreča, and Usora rivers 
in northern Bosnia, has historically been a crucial crossroads. While perhaps less 
visited than Sarajevo or Mostar, it offers a blend of medieval heritage, riverside charm, 
and mountain nature. 

The City's Defining Monument 

The undisputed centerpiece of Doboj's attractions is its commanding medieval 
fortress. 

• Doboj Fortress (Dobojska Tvrđava or Gradina): 

o This magnificent fortress stands atop a hill, offering breathtaking 
panoramic views of the city and the surrounding river valleys. 

o Dating back to the early 13th century, the fortress was crucial for guarding 
the entry into central Bosnia. Its strategic importance meant it was 
ransacked and rebuilt numerous times throughout its turbulent history. 

o Today, it serves as a cultural hub, often featuring an amphitheater for 
concerts, theatrical performances, and other cultural events. 
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Culture, History, and Relaxation 

The town itself offers several points of historical and cultural interest for a leisurely 
exploration. 

• Museum of the City of Doboj (Regionalni muzej Doboj): 

o Showcasing artifacts and exhibits that detail the city's rich history, from 
Roman times to the modern era. 

o The region has continuous settlement dating back to the Old Stone Age. 

• Old Town Area: 

o Features charming streets and local shops, reflecting the city's diverse 
cultural and religious history, including the Selimija mosque. 

• Park and Riverbanks: 

o The Park of the Youth and the banks of the Usora River provide relaxing 
spots for leisure walks, picnics, and outdoor fun. 

Natural Escapes and Excursions 

The area surrounding Doboj provides excellent opportunities for mountain activities and 
relaxation away from the urban center. 

• Mount Ozren: 

o The mountain adjacent to Doboj offers a green oasis known for its peace, 
quiet, and clean air. 

o The area is ideal for hiking, mountaineering, paragliding, and mountain 
biking, particularly around the popular Sport-Recreational Center 
"Preslica". 

• Goransko Lake: 

o Located about 7 km from the city, this beautiful artificial lake is surrounded 
by thick pine forests. 

o It's a perfect spot for swimming in the summer, recreational hiking, and 
has arranged infrastructure like camping spots and playgrounds. 

• Ethno Village "Kotromanicevo" (King's Village): 

o About 20 km from Doboj, this tourist estate is built in the traditional 
architecture style of Bosnian kings and is situated on the banks of the 
clean Velicanka River. 
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o It offers accommodation, traditional food, and is sometimes the site of 
knight tourneys. 

• Džungla Bazeni (Jungle Pools): 

o A popular local attraction in the summer, this water park features pools 
and slides, and occasionally hosts concerts. 

The area around Doboj offers a refreshing stop for travelers interested in a mix of 
medieval history and mountain adventures. 

Here is a list of tourist agencies: 

Agency / 
Operator Tour Type / Focus on Doboj Website Link 

Monterrasol 
Travel 

Multi-day private tour (e.g., 11-days) 
that explicitly lists visiting the 
medieval Doboj Fortress as a 

highlight. 

Astonishing tour in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina... 

Maestral 
Travel 

Multi-day tours of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina that can be tailored to 

include various cities along the route. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina tour 
7 nights/8 days 

Bosnian 
Voyager 

Offers multi-day and tailored tours 
that allow for customized itineraries 
to include lesser-known gems like 

Doboj. 

Bosnian Voyager: Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Tours & Holidays 

JayWay 
Travel 

Specializes in planning customized, 
tailor-made trip packages throughout 

Bosnia and the Balkan region, 
allowing Doboj to be integrated. 

Bosnia & Herzegovina Travel, 
Tours & Vacation Packages 

Daytrip 

Provides private car transfers with 
sightseeing stops; the Fortress of 

Doboj is a listed stop on routes like 
Sarajevo to Pula. 

Explore Fortress of Doboj in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina with 
a Local Driver with a Daytrip 

Car Trip 

 

 

https://www.tourradar.com/t/199827
https://www.tourradar.com/t/199827
https://maestral-travel.net/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tour-7-nights-8-days/
https://maestral-travel.net/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tour-7-nights-8-days/
https://bosnianvoyager.com/
https://bosnianvoyager.com/
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://daytrip.com/en/discover/location/fortress-of-doboj
https://daytrip.com/en/discover/location/fortress-of-doboj
https://daytrip.com/en/discover/location/fortress-of-doboj
https://daytrip.com/en/discover/location/fortress-of-doboj
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Gračanica 
The Leaning Tower of the Bazaar 

 

Gračanica is a historic town located in the northeastern part of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
in the Tuzla Canton. Known historically for its trade and skilled craftsmanship, the town 
has preserved the spirit of its past times and features several unique landmarks. 

Gračanica's Historic and Cultural Attractions 

Gračanica's key attractions are found in the heart of the city, which still functions 
as a modern promenade and active bazaar. 

• The Gračanica Clock Tower (Sahat Kula): This centuries-old clock tower 
stands as the most striking landmark in the town's center. It is notably referred to 
as the “Leaning Tower” of Gračanica because it leans to one side. 

• The Old Bazaar: Walking through the streets allows visitors to witness a bazaar 
that has maintained the spirit of past times, with authentic objects preserved to 
this day. 

• Osman-Captain Madrassa (Osman-kapetanova medresa): This historic 
religious school is one of the notable monuments to observe in the town. 

• Mula Dedo Turbe: This ancient tomb dates back to the second half of the 15th 
century and is recognized as a national monument. 

• Ahmed-pasha Mosque (White Mosque): Built by Ahmed-paša Budimlija in the 
17th century, this mosque is a significant place of worship located close to the 
City Hall. 
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• Bosnian Culture Center Gračanica: This center offers a museum display for 
further exploration and discovery of local culture and history. 

Surrounding Historical and Natural Sites 

The surrounding area, part of the Spreča River Valley, offers a mix of ancient ruins, 
nature retreats, and thermal springs. 

• Soko Medieval Town: The ruins of this medieval castle lie about six kilometers 
from the center of present-day Gračanica. It was once the seat of the Kotromanić 
dynasty and tells stories of a time when the whole area was known for iron ore 
mining. 

• Terme Gračanica Spa: This spa complex is known for its healing thermal and 
mineral waters, which have been used for treatment since the 19th century. The 
spring water reaches temperatures of up to 37°C. 

• Vis and Majevica Mountain: Gračanica is surrounded by hilly and mountain 
areas, providing a peaceful atmosphere and opportunities for nature retreats. 
The viewpoint at Vis offers panoramic views that can reach across to the Vlašić, 
Konjuh, and Majevica mountains, and even the lowlands of Posavina. 

• Bašigovci Lake: Located in the nearby Živinice area, this is a recommended site 
for summer enjoyment, entertainment, and swimming. 
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Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Gračanica 

Given that Gračanica is part of the broader Tuzla Canton, tours are typically offered by 
regional or international agencies that focus on Central and Northeastern Bosnia. 
Dedicated local agencies may also offer specialized tours. 

 

Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency 

Page/Service 

Shams Travel 

Mostar-based agency offering multi-day 
holidays and one-day trips throughout 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the flexibility 
to create tailored travel experiences for 

specific locations like Gračanica. 

Shams Travel 

Exodus 
Adventure 

Travels 

Offers guided group tours focused on 
culture and walking in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, exploring a nation at the 
crossroads of civilizations. 

Bosnia & 
Herzegovina Tours 

and Trips 

JayWay Travel 

Specializes in comprehensive tailored trip 
packages and multi-destination tours 

throughout the Balkans, which can include 
the Tuzla Canton region. 

Bosnia & 
Herzegovina Travel, 

Tours & Vacation 
Packages 

Zicasso Travel 
Specialists 

Platform to find expert local travel specialists 
who design tailored Bosnian adventures 
around your interests, whether touring 

Ottoman areas or hiking forested mountains. 

Our Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Travel 

Specialists 

G Adventures 
Offers organized Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Trips & Tours with a focus on exploring the 
culture and history of the country. 

Bosnia & 
Herzegovina Trips & 

Tours in 2025 

 

 

 

 

https://shams-travel.ba/
https://www.exodustravels.com/us/destinations/europe-holidays/bosnia-and-herzegovina-holidays
https://www.exodustravels.com/us/destinations/europe-holidays/bosnia-and-herzegovina-holidays
https://www.exodustravels.com/us/destinations/europe-holidays/bosnia-and-herzegovina-holidays
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://www.zicasso.com/t/bosnia-herzegovina
https://www.zicasso.com/t/bosnia-herzegovina
https://www.zicasso.com/t/bosnia-herzegovina
https://www.gadventures.com/destinations/europe/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tours/
https://www.gadventures.com/destinations/europe/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tours/
https://www.gadventures.com/destinations/europe/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tours/
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Jajce 
Where Nature and Kings Meet 

 

Jajce, located at the confluence of the Pliva and Vrbas rivers in central Bosnia, is a 
unique town whose history is literally built upon its magnificent natural surroundings. 
Once the seat of Bosnian kings and the site of a pivotal moment in Yugoslav history, 
Jajce offers visitors a seamless blend of historical fortresses and cascading waters. 

The Iconic Natural Wonders 

The region's most famous attractions revolve around the water, providing sights you 
won't find anywhere else in the world. 

• Pliva Waterfall (Plivski Vodopad): 

o This is the city's defining landmark, a stunning, 22-meter cascade where 
the Pliva River tumbles directly into the Vrbas River, right in the heart of 
the city center. 

o It is often cited as the only waterfall in the world located in a city center. 

o Visitors can view the falls from a paid platform for an up-close experience 
or find the best panoramic view from the opposite bank of the Vrbas, 
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which frames the waterfall with the town and its fortress in the 
background. 

• Pliva Watermills (Mlinčići): 

o About 5 kilometers upstream from the town center, between the Great and 
Small Pliva Lakes, you will find a picturesque row of miniature wooden 
watermills. 

o Dating back to the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman eras, these historical 
mills were once used to grind grain and look like something out of a fairy 
tale. 

• Pliva Lakes (Plivska Jezera): 

o The Pliva River widens to form the Great and Small Pliva Lakes. The area 
around the lakes and the watermills is perfect for nature lovers, offering 
activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, and canoeing. 

Medieval and Underground History 

Jajce was the last territorial possession and royal capital of the independent Kingdom of 
Bosnia, and its history is evident in its stone fortifications and hidden chambers. 

• Jajce Fortress (Tvrđava): 

o Perched high above the town, this medieval citadel dates back to the 13th 
century and was the site of the coronation of Stjepan Tomašević, the last 
King of Bosnia, in 1461. 

o Climbing to the top offers a magnificent panoramic view of the Old Town, 
the river confluence, and the surrounding mountains. 

• Catacombs (Underground Church): 

o Located on the path up to the fortress, these small, underground 
chambers were carved out of granite in the 15th century. 

o They were intended as the final resting place for the powerful Bosnian 
nobleman Hrvoje Vukčić Hrvatinić. The lower level contains an altar with 
carvings of a cross, the sun, and the moon. 

• Temple of Mithras: 

o One of Jajce’s less-known but historically fascinating sites is the 
Mithraeum, a temple dedicated to the ancient Persian sun god Mithras. It 
is one of the best-preserved sites of its kind in Europe, dating from the 2nd 
to 4th century AD. 
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Modern History and Culture 

• Museum of the 2nd AVNOJ Session: 

o Jajce holds significant importance in 20th-century history as the location 
where the Anti-Fascist Council of National Liberation of Yugoslavia 
(AVNOJ) held its second session in 1943. 

o This meeting led to the formation of the post-war Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia, and the museum houses exhibits detailing this 
pivotal moment. 

• Franciscan Museum (Franjevački Muzej Jajce): 

o This museum, located in the Franciscan Monastery, houses an impressive 
collection of artifacts and is where the purported remains of the last 
Bosnian King, Stjepan Tomašević, are laid to rest. 

Here are the agencies and tour services identified, along with links to their pages: 

Agency/Service Name Tour Link 

Bosnian Voyager Bosnia and Herzegovina Tours & Holidays 

Dream Balkans Travel Jajce Tour: Travnik, Pliva Watermills and Pliva Lake 

Meet Bosnia Tours (via Project 
Expedition) Travnik and Jajce Waterfall Day Tour from Sarajevo  

Funky Tours Travnik, Jajce & Pliva Lakes with Central Bosnia – 
Full Day Tour from Sarajevo  

Balkland Bosnian Kingdom Capitals: Travnik & Jajce Tour 
from Sarajevo 

ToursByLocals (Guide Edin 
Ogresevic) Travnik and Jajce Waterfall Day Tour from Sarajevo  

The following are booking platforms that aggregate tours from various local operators, 
including tours to Jajce: 

• Viator (Small-Group Jajce, Travnik and Pliva Watermills from Sarajevo) 

• GetYourGuide (The BEST Jajce Tours and Things to Do in 2025) 

• Expedia (Travnik Jajce - ( Full day tour )) 

https://bosnianvoyager.com/
https://dreambalkans.com/st_tour/jajce-tour-travnik-pliva-watermills-and-pliva-lake/
https://www.projectexpedition.com/tour-activity/sarajevo/from-sarajevo-travnik-and-jajce-waterfall-day-tour-from-sarajevo/115918/
https://funkytours.com/tour/travnik-jajce-pliva-tour/
https://funkytours.com/tour/travnik-jajce-pliva-tour/
https://www.balkland.com/tour/bosnian-kingdom-capitals-travnik-jajce-tour/
https://www.balkland.com/tour/bosnian-kingdom-capitals-travnik-jajce-tour/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.toursbylocals.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina/sarajevo/tour-details/travnik-and-jajce-waterfall-day-tour-from-sarajevo-664d281c1bbe5b817c49a557/
https://www.viator.com/tours/Sarajevo/Jajce-Travnik-and-Pliva-watermills-Day-Tour-from-Sarajevo/d22427-167019P4
https://www.getyourguide.com/jajce-l144595/
https://www.expedia.com/things-to-do/travnik-jajce-full-day-tour.a2508637.activity-details
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Medjugorje 
A Global Pilgrimage Site 

 

Located in the Herzegovina region, Medjugorje is one of the most visited Catholic 
pilgrimage sites in the world, renowned for the reported apparitions of the Virgin Mary, 
known locally as Gospa or the "Queen of Peace". 

• Spiritual Significance: Since 1981, six local children have claimed to see and 
receive messages from the Virgin Mary. The core messages emphasize peace, 
faith, conversion, prayer, and fasting. The town has since attracted millions of 
visitors seeking spiritual renewal. 

• Vatican Stance: While the apparitions have not been officially approved as 
supernatural in origin by the Vatican, the Church has authorized officially 
organized pilgrimages to Medjugorje since 2019 to provide stable 
accompaniment and spiritual guidance to the faithful. 

Key Sites for Pilgrims and Visitors: 

• Apparition Hill (Podbrdo): This is the hill where the first alleged visions of the 
Virgin Mary took place. Pilgrims often climb this steep, rocky path while praying 
the Rosary to reach the statue of the Queen of Peace at the spiritual summit. 
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• Cross Mountain (Križevac Hill): This mountain is marked by a large concrete 
cross erected in 1933 to commemorate the 1900th anniversary of Jesus’ 
crucifixion. It is another significant and challenging climb for pilgrims, featuring 
the Stations of the Cross. 

• St. James Church: The main church in Medjugorje is the spiritual heart of the 
town, hosting daily Mass and prayer gatherings in multiple languages for the 
international community of pilgrims. 

• Blue Cross: A peaceful shrine located near the base of Apparition Hill, which is a 
popular spot for prayer and reflection. 

Visiting Medjugorje: 

• Accessibility: Medjugorje is a popular day trip destination, often combined with 
visits to Mostar and the nearby Kravica Waterfalls. 

• Tours: Day tours are readily available from major cities like Sarajevo and even 
from coastal cities in Croatia, such as Dubrovnik and Split. 

Tourist & Pilgrimage Agencies for Medjugorje 

Agency 
Name 

Primary 
Region Specialty Website Link 

206 Tours USA / 
International 

Luxury 
Catholic 

Pilgrimages 
206 Tours 

Marian 
Pilgrimages 

USA / Ireland 
/ UK 

Guided Group 
Pilgrimages 

Marian 
Pilgrimages 

Joe Walsh 
Tours Ireland / UK 

Established 
Pilgrimage 

Expert 

Joe Walsh 
Tours 

Blue Heart 
Travel USA / Croatia 

Custom & 
Group 

Catholic Tours 

Blue Heart 
Travel 

Catholic 
Journeys USA Marian Shrine 

Specialists 
Catholic 
Journeys 

https://www.206tours.com/
https://marianusa.com/
https://marianusa.com/
https://joewalshtours.ie/
https://joewalshtours.ie/
https://bluehearttravel.com/
https://bluehearttravel.com/
https://www.catholicjourneys.com/
https://www.catholicjourneys.com/
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Agency 
Name 

Primary 
Region Specialty Website Link 

Triumph 
Pilgrimages USA 

Boutique 
Spiritual 
Journeys 

Triumph 
Pilgrimages 

Grace Travel Bosnia & 
Herzegovina 

Local 
Medjugorje-

based Agency 
Grace Travel 

Ekorna 
Travel 

Balkans / 
Local 

Tailor-made & 
Private Tours 

Ekorna 
Travel 

Pilgrim 
Tours USA 

Biblical & 
Global 

Pilgrimages 

Pilgrim 
Tours 

Key Information for Travelers: 

Local Experts: Local agencies like Grace Travel often provide more specialized, 
on-the-ground support and connections to visionaries. 

International Operators: Large agencies like 206 Tours or Marian Pilgrimages 
typically include flights, spiritual directors (priests), and comprehensive insurance 
in their packages. 

Day Trips: If you are staying in nearby cities like Split or Dubrovnik, you can find 
many private guides for day excursions on platforms like ToursByLocals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wetravel.com/trips/medjugorje-pilgrimage-w-dr-mark-miravalle-may-21-30-2025-triumph-pilgrimages-90008466
https://www.wetravel.com/trips/medjugorje-pilgrimage-w-dr-mark-miravalle-may-21-30-2025-triumph-pilgrimages-90008466
http://www.hotel-grace.com/
https://www.ekorna.com/pilgrimage-to-medjugorje/
https://www.ekorna.com/pilgrimage-to-medjugorje/
https://www.pilgrimtours.com/
https://www.pilgrimtours.com/
http://www.hotel-grace.com/
https://www.206tours.com/
https://marianusa.com/
https://www.toursbylocals.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina/medjugorje
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Neum 
Bosnia and Herzegovina's Window to the Adriatic 

 

Neum is a small, coastal town and the municipality that represents Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's only access to the Adriatic Sea. This vital stretch of coastline, roughly 
24.5 kilometers long, is nestled between two segments of Croatia's Dalmatian coast, 

making it a unique geographical and geopolitical feature of the Balkans. 

Key Features and Attractions 

• The Adriatic Gateway: Neum offers a direct, warm-water escape for inland 
residents and a budget-friendly alternative to the often more expensive resorts in 
neighboring Croatia. The town enjoys a mild Mediterranean climate with a high 
number of sunny days, making the summer season ideal for beach activities. 

• The Neum Bay: The bay is sheltered by the Pelješac and Klek peninsulas, which 
helps keep the water calm and crystal-clear, perfect for swimming, sunbathing on 

the pebbled beaches, and various water sports. 

• Affordability and Relaxation: The town is known for its relaxed atmosphere, 
local hospitality, and relatively affordable accommodations (including hotels and 

guesthouses), dining, and amenities. Visitors can enjoy local seafood and 
traditional Bosnian cuisine. 
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• Proximity to Historic Sites: Neum's strategic location makes it an excellent 
base for day trips to major historical and cultural landmarks in both Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and Croatia: 

o Mostar: Home to the famous Stari Most (Old Bridge). 

o Medjugorje: A major Catholic pilgrimage site. 

o Dubrovnik and Split: Major Croatian coastal cities. 

o Hutovo Blato Nature Park: A significant bird habitat and a nature lover's 
paradise nearby. 

The main town itself is compact and walkable, featuring a promenade along the coast 
where most of the hotels, restaurants, and cafes are located. 

While many international tour operators include Neum as a brief stop or transit point 
between Split and Dubrovnik, several agencies offer specialized tours that include 

Neum and the broader region. 

Here are some tourist agencies that organize trips to Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
often including Neum or the Herzegovina region: 

Agency Name Focus / Note Website Link 

Tripmasters 

Offers customizable vacation 
packages, often including Neum as a 
stop between Dubrovnik and Split or 

Sarajevo. 

Neum Vacation Packages 
- Tripmasters 

GetYourGuide 

Features excursions that pass through 
Neum, such as day trips from 

Dubrovnik to Mostar and Kravica 
Waterfalls. 

The BEST Neum Tours 
and Excursions 

Explore Bosnia 
Focuses on custom and curated 

adventures across Bosnia & 
Herzegovina and the Balkan region. 

Explore Bosnia – Travel 
Agency for Custom 
Balkan Adventures 

Shams Travel 

A travel agency based in Mostar, 
offering multi-day holidays and one-

day trips throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

Shams Travel 

https://www.tripmasters.com/europe/neum/vacations
https://www.tripmasters.com/europe/neum/vacations
https://www.getyourguide.com/neum-l2217/
https://www.getyourguide.com/neum-l2217/
https://explore-bosnia.com/
https://explore-bosnia.com/
https://explore-bosnia.com/
https://shams-travel.ba/
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Agency Name Focus / Note Website Link 

JayWay Travel 

Specializes in custom travel to Central 
and Eastern Europe, including multi-

destination tours like "Croatia & 
Bosnia Combined." 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 
Travel, Tours & Vacation 

Packages - JayWay Travel 

SARAJEVO 
BOSNIA TOURS 

Offers a dedicated "NEUM TOUR" 
focusing on the coastal experience 

and the sunny climate. 

NEUM TOUR - Long and 
warm summers - 

SARAJEVO BOSNIA 
TOURS 

The best way to find a package that fully includes Neum is often to search for Balkan 
tours or Croatia/Bosnia combined itineraries, as Neum's location makes it a natural part 

of any coastal route in the region. 

 

Stolac 
Archaeological & Historical Sites 

 

• Necropolis of Radimlja (UNESCO World Heritage Site): Located just 3 km 
west of Stolac, this is one of the most significant necropolises of stećci (medieval 
tombstones) in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It contains 133 stećci, many of which 
are intricately decorated with figures, crosses, and other symbolic reliefs. 

https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://jaywaytravel.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/neum-tour/
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/neum-tour/
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/neum-tour/
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/neum-tour/
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• Daorson Illyrian City: Situated on a hill 5 km from Stolac, this archaeological 
site features the impressive megalithic "Cyclopean walls" of the ancient capital of 
the Illyrian tribe Daorsi, dating back to 300 BC. It's often referred to as the 
"Stonehenge of Bosnia and Herzegovina". 

• Vidoški Fortress (Stari Grad): The medieval fortress, one of the largest citadels 
in the country, sits on a hill overlooking the town. It offers panoramic views of 
Stolac and the Bregava River valley. 

• Paleolithic Cave Badanj: This cave near Stolac holds the oldest known art in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina—an engraved drawing of a horse dating back to 
approximately 14,000 BC. 

• Necropolis of Boljuni (UNESCO World Heritage Site): Another necropolis of 
stećci, located 5 km southwest of Stolac, featuring 274 tombstones, many with 
decorations attributed to master-craftsman Grubač. 

Natural & River Attractions 

• Bregava River: The crystal-clear river flows through Stolac and provides 
numerous picturesque spots, including natural swimming areas for the summer. 

• Provalije Waterfall: Located right in the old quarter of Stolac, this waterfall is 
sometimes nicknamed "Stolac's Niagara". Note that it can disappear in the drier 
summer months. 

• Pjene Waterfall: Another beautiful waterfall on the Bregava River offering a calm 
setting for nature appreciation. 

• Historic Water Mills: Along the Bregava, you can find the preserved architecture 
of old stone mills and fulling houses, which were vital to Stolac's economy for 
centuries. Some now host restaurants, like the popular "Old Mill". 

Town Center & Culture 

• Begovina Complex: This is a set of historical houses built in the 17th century for 
the wealthy Rizvanbegović noble family, showcasing traditional Ottoman 
residential architecture. 

• Sultan Selim Mosque (Čaršijska Džamija): Built in 1519, it is the oldest and 
most prominent mosque in Stolac and a key piece of Ottoman architecture. 

• Mak House (Makova Hiža): A museum dedicated to the famous Bosnian poet 
Mak Dizdar, who was born in Stolac, celebrating his work and his connection to 
the region's medieval heritage. 
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• Inat Ćuprija (Spite Bridge): An old stone bridge known for its irregular arches, 
rumored to have been built out of spite in the 17th century. 

Stolac is also a great base for visiting other famous sites in Herzegovina, as Mostar, 
Blagaj (Dervish House), Počitelj, and the Kravice Waterfalls are all just a short drive 
away. 

Here are the agencies and relevant links: 

JU Radimlja Stolac: This is the Public Institution for Development of Tourism and 
Protection of Cultural, Historical, and Natural Heritage, which serves as a municipal 
tourism agency. 

Because Stolac is a smaller town, most visits are organized by agencies based in 
Mostar or Sarajevo as full-day excursions or part of larger Herzegovina itineraries. 

Agency Name Recommended Tour / Focus Website Link 

Herzeg Day 
Tours 

"Stolac Hidden Gems" – includes Radimlja, 
Daorson, and Istup Canyon hiking. 

Herzeg Day 
Tours 

Funky Tours "East Herzegovina Tour" – covers Stolac, 
Daorson, and Vjetrenica Cave. Funky Tours 

Dalia Travel "Stolac Tour" – deep dive into Illyrian, Roman, 
and Ottoman heritage. Dalia Travel 

Ero Travel Custom Herzegovina journeys with a focus on 
Stolac and the Bregava river. Ero Travel 

Monterrasol 
Travel 

Multi-day private road trips passing through 
Stolac and Vjetrenica. 

Monterrasol 
Travel 

Meet Bosnia Multi-day Herzegovina packages that include 
major stops in Stolac. Meet Bosnia 

GetYourGuide Full-day Herzegovina journeys from Sarajevo 
including Stolac as a key stop. 

GetYourGuide 
Stolac 

 

 

 

 

https://radimlja.ba/en/
https://www.herzegdaytours.com/package/stolac-hidden-gems/
https://www.herzegdaytours.com/package/stolac-hidden-gems/
https://funkytours.com/tour/east-herzegovina-tour-from-mostar/
https://daliatravel.ba/en/stolac-tour/
https://ero-travel.com/tour-destination/stolac/
http://www.monterrasol.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina-stolac_41en.html
http://www.monterrasol.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina-stolac_41en.html
https://meetbosnia.com/
https://www.getyourguide.com/en-gb/stolac-l146454/guided-tours-tc1144/
https://www.getyourguide.com/en-gb/stolac-l146454/guided-tours-tc1144/
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Tešanj 
A Citadel of Bosnian History 

 

Tešanj is a town in north-central Bosnia and Herzegovina, characterized by its stunning 
medieval fortress, well-preserved Ottoman architecture, and rich history that dates back 
to the Bronze Age. It is considered one of the hidden gems in Bosnia, offering visitors a 
rewarding glimpse into the country's medieval past. 

The Heart of Tešanj's Attractions 

The main sights in Tešanj are clustered around the central hill, easily explored in a day 
trip or as part of a Central Bosnia itinerary. 

• Tešanj Castle (Tešanjska Tvrđava or Gradina): 

o This is the city's most significant landmark, perched atop a steep hill 
overlooking the town. 

o It is one of the largest and oldest defensive fortifications in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, with origins traced back to the Bronze Age and subsequent 
expansions by the Romans, Slavs, and Ottomans. 

o The fortress has never been conquered, even resisting a siege by Prince 
Eugene of Savoy in 1697. 

o Visitors can explore the large inner yards, Kapetan's and Dizdar's towers, 
and enjoy breathtaking panoramic views of the red roofs and surrounding 
valley. It also houses a museum exhibition. 
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• Old Town (Čaršija): 

o The old quarter at the foot of the castle is known for its Ottoman-era 
architecture. 

o Sahat Kula (Clock Tower): This 18.5-meter-high clock tower is a proud 
symbol of the city and is still wound daily to show the exact time. 

o Gazi Ferhad-bey Mosque (Ferhadija or Čaršijska Džamija): Declared a 
national monument, this mosque is a beautiful example of historic Islamic 
architecture in the bazaar area. 

o Eminagić House: A traditional Bosnian bey's house from the 19th century 
that is now a national monument. Visitors can tour the well-preserved 
rooms like the divankhana (anteroom) and see historical artifacts. 

Nearby Attractions 

Tešanj is conveniently located near other historical and recreational sites in Central 
Bosnia: 

• Banja Vrućica (Teslić): Located nearby in Teslić, this is a well-known thermal 
spa, often combined with a visit to Tešanj Castle for a relaxing end to the day. 

• Maglaj Fortress (Maglajska Tvrđava): Another historical fortress on the Bosna 
River, located about 12 km from Tešanj, offering stunning views. 

• Doboj: The city of Doboj and its fortress, as well as the nearby Džungla water 
park, are easily accessible from Tešanj. 
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Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Tešanj 

Since Tešanj is often included as a destination on "Bosnian Castles" or "Central 
Bosnia" tours, most operators are based in Sarajevo and organize day trips to the 
region. 

Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency Page/Tour 

Meet Bosnia 
Tours 

Offers the "Bosnian Castles 
tour" which includes Vranduk 

and the Tešanj Castle. 

 

https://meetbosnia.com/ 
 

GetYourGuide (via 
local operator) 

Features a "Bosnian Castles 
Tour" from Sarajevo that visits 
Vranduk, Tešanj Castle, and 

Srebrenik Fortress. 

Sarajevo: Bosnian Castles 
Tour with Lunch & Drone 

Video 

Tours.ba 

Specializes in travel guides and 
tours for Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, offering day trips 
that pair Tešanj Castle with 

Travnik or Teslić's spa. 

 

https://tours.ba/ 
 

Monterrasol 
Travel 

Offers custom private car tours 
and multi-day tours, such as 

the "Medieval land of Bosnia," 
which includes a stop at Tešanj. 

Monterrasol private tours to 
Tešanj (Tesanj), Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

Magpie Travel (via 
Invicta Travel) 

Offers a full-day tour from 
Sarajevo called "Age of Kings" 
that focuses on the medieval 
heritage of the Vranduk and 

Tešanj fortresses. 

From Sarajevo: Age of Kings - 
Vranduk and Tesanj Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meetbosnia.com/
https://www.getyourguide.com/sarajevo-l2281/bosnian-castles-tour-vranduk-tesanj-srebrenik-from-sarajevo-t669318/
https://www.getyourguide.com/sarajevo-l2281/bosnian-castles-tour-vranduk-tesanj-srebrenik-from-sarajevo-t669318/
https://www.getyourguide.com/sarajevo-l2281/bosnian-castles-tour-vranduk-tesanj-srebrenik-from-sarajevo-t669318/
https://tours.ba/
http://www.monterrasol.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tesanj_125en.html
http://www.monterrasol.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tesanj_125en.html
http://www.monterrasol.com/tours/bosnia-and-herzegovina-tesanj_125en.html
https://magpie.travel/things-to-do/from-sarajevo-age-of-kings-vranduk-and-tesanj-tour/e3b32292-7c81-4237-8708-e458c1797394
https://magpie.travel/things-to-do/from-sarajevo-age-of-kings-vranduk-and-tesanj-tour/e3b32292-7c81-4237-8708-e458c1797394
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Tomislavgrad 
The Royal Town of the Karst 

 

Tomislavgrad, historically known as Duvno, is a charming town in western Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, nestled in the vast Duvanjsko Polje (Duvno Field). It is often called the 
"royal town" because the coronation of King Tomislav, the first King of Croatia, is 
believed to have taken place here in 925 AD. The region is a paradise for lovers of 
nature, history, and outdoor activities in the Dinaric Alps. 

Historical and Cultural Sites 

The town's history is evident in its architectural and archaeological treasures, which 
span from the Illyrian to the medieval and modern eras. 

• Franciscan Monastery, Basilica of Duvno, and Museum: The Basilica of 
Duvno is considered one of the main attractions. The complex includes the 
Franciscan Monastery, which is a relatively modern creation, and an attached 
museum, gallery, and library. The interior of the basilica features the painting 
“Jesus, friend of the little children” by the famous artist Vlaho Bukovac. The 
museum displays artifacts like Illyrian spearheads, Roman glassware, and 
ancient elephant remains. 

• King Tomislav Monument: A large bronze statue of the King stands proudly in 
the town center, a reminder of the area's significance in early Croatian history. 
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• Stećci Necropolises: Beautiful medieval tombstones (stećci) stand out with their 
grace in the Field of Duvno. Notable necropolises can be found in the villages of 
Sarajlije, Zidine, Letka, Lipa, and Mandino Selo. 

• Čaršija Mosque (Džudža Džafer Mosque): This central mosque has stood 
peacefully for nearly 400 years and is noted for its gracefully intricate interior. 

Nature and Outdoor Adventures 

Tomislavgrad is surrounded by mountains and lakes, offering a vast playground 
for outdoor enthusiasts. 

• Blidinje Nature Park: Located between the Čvrsnica and Vran mountains, this is 
one of the most stunning sights in the region. The park offers numerous 
mountaineering, skiing, and cycling trails. The Blidinje Lake is a centerpiece of 
the park. 

• Buško Lake (Buško Jezero): The largest artificial lake in this part of Europe, it 
sits at an altitude of 700 m. Its warm water is suitable for swimming and water 
sports during the summer months. 

• Hiking and Speleology: The area features over 170 km of hiking trails, including 
the famous “The King’s Trail”. The karstic terrain contains more than 200 
speleological objects, such as pits, caves, and sinkholes, including the 
magnificent archaeological and paleontological site, Dahna Cave. 

• Veliki Samograd: A large, unexplained, oval-shaped sinkhole with a small cave 
at the bottom, located just a short drive from the city. 
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Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Tomislavgrad 

Since Tomislavgrad is situated on the route between major destinations like Split, 
Mostar, and Sarajevo, it is frequently included in multi-day regional tours or can be 
visited via private transfer services. 

Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency Page/Service 

Victor Tours 
(DMC) 

Offers multi-day Balkan tours 
covering Bosnia & Herzegovina 
and neighboring countries, with 

programs suitable for groups 
and individuals. 

https://www.victortours.com/ 
 

DU Travel & 
Tours 

Offers private transfers and day 
tours in and around the 

Dubrovnik region, which can be 
extended to include Mostar and 

Herzegovina attractions, 
suggesting they could arrange a 

private tour to Tomislavgrad. 

DU Travel & Tours 

Peek.com 

A booking platform where you 
can find and book tours and 
activities, including private 

transfers and excursions that 
pass through or focus on 

Tomislavgrad and nearby areas 
like Mostar. 

Tomislavgrad Travel Guide: 
Book Tours & Activities at 

Peek.com 

Škver Tours 

A travel agency based in Croatia 
(Biograd na Moru) that offers 

organized daily excursions and 
complete itinerary arrangements 

in Dalmatia, suggesting they 
may offer tours to nearby 

Bosnian regions. 

https://www.skver-
tours.com/?l=eng 

 

 

 

https://www.victortours.com/
https://dutravelandtours.com/
https://www.peek.com/tomislavgrad-federation-of-bosnia-and-herzegovina-bosnia-herzegovina/r0x4pd/guide
https://www.peek.com/tomislavgrad-federation-of-bosnia-and-herzegovina-bosnia-herzegovina/r0x4pd/guide
https://www.peek.com/tomislavgrad-federation-of-bosnia-and-herzegovina-bosnia-herzegovina/r0x4pd/guide
https://www.skver-tours.com/?l=eng
https://www.skver-tours.com/?l=eng
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Travnik 
The City of Viziers and Nobel Laureates 

 

Travnik, once the capital of the Ottoman viziers (governors) in Bosnia from 1697 to 
1850, is a picturesque town nestled in the Lašva River valley. It has preserved much of 
its Ottoman-era appearance and is famous for its history, architecture, and beautiful 
natural spring. 

Historical and Cultural Highlights 

Travnik's rich past is visible in its commanding fortress and its unique religious and 
cultural sites. 

• Travnik Fortress (Stari Grad): 

o This impressive medieval fortress is perched on a hill overlooking the town 
and is Travnik's most popular landmark. 

o Built in the 15th century, it was later expanded by the Ottomans. 

o Visitors can explore the well-preserved ramparts, towers, and an on-site 
museum, while enjoying stunning panoramic views of the city and the 
surrounding valley. 

• Birthplace of Ivo Andrić: 

o This memorial museum is dedicated to Ivo Andrić, the Nobel Prize-winning 
author (Literature, 1961) of The Bridge on the Drina. 
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o The house where he was born in 1892 has been transformed into a 
museum, showcasing his life, work, and personal belongings. 

• Sulejmanija Mosque (Colorful/Ornamented Mosque): 

o Known for its unique and vibrant decorations both inside and out, this 
18th-century mosque is considered one of the most beautiful in the 
Balkans. 

o It is one of only two mosques in the country with a distinctive feature: the 
prayer room is on the first floor, with the ground floor housing a 
commercial area (bezistan). 

• Viziers' Turbets and Clock Towers: 

o Travnik, being the seat of the viziers, has tombs (turbets) dedicated to 
powerful Ottoman governors who died there. 

o The town center also features two historic Ottoman-era Clock Towers, 
serving as recognizable landmarks. 

Natural Attractions and Outdoor Escape 

The town is framed by mountains, offering immediate access to the outdoors. 

• Plava Voda (Blue Water): 

o Located right beneath the fortress walls, this natural spring gushes crystal-
clear water and is one of Travnik's most relaxing spots. 

o The area is lined with traditional restaurants and cafes, making it a perfect 
place to try the local specialty: Travnički ćevapi. 

• Mount Vlašić: 

o This beautiful mountain, located near Travnik, is a popular destination 
year-round. 

o In the winter, it's a bustling ski resort, and in the summer, it offers excellent 
opportunities for hiking and mountain biking. 

o The mountain is also famous for its traditional, brined Vlašić cheese 
(Travnički sir). 

Nearby Excursion (Often Combined) 

Travnik is often combined with the nearby town of Jajce due to their proximity and 
shared historical significance as former capitals of the Bosnian Kingdom. 
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• Jajce and the Pliva Waterfalls: 

o Many tours combine Travnik with a visit to Jajce, located a short drive 
away, to see the spectacular Pliva Waterfall and the historic wooden 
watermills. 

Here is a list of agencies with links to their pages: 

Tourist 
Agency Tour Focus Link to Agency 

Page 

Meet Bosnia 
Tours 

Day tours (Travnik/Jajce) and multi-day 
packages across Bosnia and Herzegovina. Meet Bosnia Tours 

Spirit Tours Offers a dedicated Travnik / Jajce Tour and a 
variety of other excursions across the country. Spirit Tours 

Funky Tours 
Offers a Travnik, Jajce & Pliva Lakes full-day 
tour from Sarajevo, focused on history and 

nature. 
Funky Tours 

Eagle Travel 
Agency 

Offers various Travnik Daily Tours, including a 
day trip to Travnik, Jajce, and Pliva Lakes. 

Eagle Travel Agency 
- Travnik 

Bosnian 
Voyager 

Offers a Full Day Tour from Sarajevo to Travnik 
and Jajce among other tours and transfers. Bosnian Voyager 

TravelShop 
Booking 

Offers multi-day Balkan and Europe tours that 
include stops in Travnik. 

TravelShop Booking 
- Travnik Tours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meetbosnia.com/
https://bhspirit.com/tours/
https://funkytours.com/tour/travnik-jajce-pliva-tour/
https://eagletravel.ba/travnik/
https://eagletravel.ba/travnik/
https://bosnianvoyager.com/
https://travelshopbooking.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina-travnik-tours
https://travelshopbooking.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina-travnik-tours
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Trebinje 
The City of Sun, Stone, and Wine 

 

Trebinje, located in the southernmost part of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Herzegovina, is 
known for its beautiful stone architecture, vibrant culture, and proximity to the Adriatic 
coast. Often called the "City of Sun" due to its high number of sunny days, it is a 
peaceful gem on the Trebišnjica River. 

Architectural and Historical Highlights 

Trebinje's history spans from medieval times through the Ottoman and Austro-
Hungarian periods, all visible in its preserved structures. 

• Hercegovačka Gračanica Monastery: This iconic Serbian Orthodox monastery 
is perched atop Crkvina Hill and offers the best panoramic views of Trebinje and 
the surrounding valley. It was built in 2000 to fulfill the will of the famous poet, 
diplomat, and Trebinje-native, Jovan Dučić, who is buried there. 

• Old Town (Stari Grad or Kastel): Developed by the Ottomans in the 18th 
century, this area is protected by high walls and features a serene atmosphere. It 
contains the Osman Pasha Mosque and narrow cobblestone streets filled with 
cafes. 

• Arslanagić Bridge (Perović Bridge): An architectural masterpiece from the 
16th century built by the Ottomans, this historic stone bridge was meticulously 
moved stone-by-stone in the 1970s due to a dam project. It provides picturesque 
views over the Trebišnjica River. 
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• Tvrdoš Monastery: Located a few kilometers from the city center, this 
monastery stands on the foundations of a 4th-century church and is one of the 
oldest cultural monuments in the region. It is most famous for its long tradition of 
wine production, and visitors can tour the historic cellars and sample local 
varieties like Žilavka and Vranac. 

• Museum of Herzegovina: Founded in 1952, the museum holds artifacts ranging 
from the Stone Age to the Middle Ages, including a permanent ethnological 
exhibit and legacies from local artists and the poet Jovan Dučić. 

Leisure and Natural Spaces 

The city offers beautiful spots for relaxation and recreation, particularly around its water 
features. 

• Trebišnjica River: The river flows gently through the city, providing scenic spots 
for photography and relaxation. You can find historical "Dolapi" (old wheels for 
irrigation) along the banks. 

• Platani Square (Freedom Square): The main city square is shaded by century-
old plane trees (Platani) that are over 120 years old, creating a cool, popular 
gathering spot for locals and a perfect place to enjoy an espresso. 

• City of the Sun (Grad Sunca): A recreational complex outside the city that 
includes an Aquapark and a Dino Park with dinosaur replicas, popular for family 
excursions. 

• Ubla Adventure Park: Located about 20 km from Trebinje, this is an adrenaline 
park in nature offering challenges for children and adults. 

Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Trebinje 

Several local and regional agencies, as well as those based in nearby countries like 
Montenegro and Croatia, offer tours that either feature Trebinje as the main destination 
or include it as a key stop on a Herzegovina/Balkan circuit. 

Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency Page/Tour 

Europartner 
Travel 

Local agency offering 
cultural-historical tours 

focused on Herzegovina's 
wine and gastronomy, 

including visits to Trebinje, 

www.europartner-travel.com 

https://www.google.com/search?q=http://www.europartner-travel.com
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Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency Page/Tour 

Mostar, Dubrovnik, and 
Kotor. 

Montenegro 
Hostel Travel 

Agency 

Offers a popular 
"Herzegovina Tour" from 
Budva and Kotor, with 
highlights including the 
City of Trebinje and the 

Hercegovačka Gračanica. 

HERZEGOVINA TOUR WITH MH 
TRAVEL 

Shams Travel 

Mostar-based agency 
specializing in multi-day 

holidays and one-day trips 
throughout Bosnia and 

Herzegovina that can be 
tailored to include Trebinje. 

Shams Travel 

Trend Travel 
Montenegro 

Offers an excursion to 
Trebinje from Herceg Novi, 

visiting the Old Town, 
Hercegovačka Gračanica, 

and Tvrdoš Monastery. 

 

https://trendtravelmontenegro.com 
 

Montenegro 
Travel Agency 

Adria Line 

Offers excursions to 
Trebinje highlighting the 

Hercegovačka Gračanica 
complex and the city 

center. 

TREBINJE - Montenegro Travel 
Agency Adria Line 

Travel Agency 
Aurel 

Offers tour arrangements 
to Trebinje from their 
Montenegro base. 

Trebinje - Travel Agency Aurel 

 

 

 

https://montenegrohostel.trekksoft.com/en/activity/80182/herzegovina-tour-with-mh-travel
https://montenegrohostel.trekksoft.com/en/activity/80182/herzegovina-tour-with-mh-travel
https://shams-travel.ba/
https://trendtravelmontenegro.com/
http://www.adria.travel/trebinje/
http://www.adria.travel/trebinje/
https://ta-aurel.com/en/tour/trebinje/
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Tuzla 
The City of Salt and Water 

 

Tuzla, one of the oldest continuously inhabited settlements in Europe, has a unique 
identity forged by its rich salt deposits, which have shaped its history, economy, and 
even its urban landscape. Today, it is best known for its one-of-a-kind urban salt lakes 
and a vibrant cultural scene. 

Unique City Center Attractions 

Tuzla's main attractions are concentrated in the city center, offering a blend of history, 
culture, and nature. 

• Pannonian Salt Lakes (Panonsko Jezero): This complex is Tuzla's signature 
attraction and the only salt lakes in Europe located in a city center. 

o The complex features three artificial lakes, saltwater waterfalls, and an 
Archaeological Park. 

o The mineral-rich saline waters are naturally warm and provide a 
refreshing, unique swimming and recreational experience during the 
summer months. 

• Freedom Square (Trg Slobode): This is the largest square in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, where you can see historical artifacts, including remnants from the 
Neolithic period. It is adorned with a reconstructed Baroque building, the 
Čaršijska Mosque, and an Ottoman-era fountain. 
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• Tuzla Old Town (Centar): The historic core showcases the lasting influence of 
the Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian empires. Key historical spots include: 

o The Clock Tower (Sahat Kula): A 17th-century symbol of the Old Town. 

o Kapija: The site of the poignant Tuzla Massacre Memorial, located at the 
end of the pedestrianized Korzo. 

• Museums and Galleries: 

o Salt Museum (Muzej Soli): Delves into the fascinating history of salt 
mining that has defined the city's identity. 

o International Portrait Gallery Tuzla: A national monument established in 
1964, boasting thousands of artworks and a legacy celebrating 
contemporary portraits. 

Natural and Regional Escapes 

Tuzla is a good starting point for exploring the medieval heritage and natural beauty of 
its surrounding canton. 

• Srebrenik Fortress (Gradina): Located nearby, this is one of the most stunning 
medieval fortresses in the country, renowned for its historical significance and 
dramatic location on a rocky hilltop. 

• Gradačac: This town features the Hussein Gradaščević Tower and carries a 
legacy of Ottoman elegance. 

• Slana Banja: A well-maintained park on the slopes of Gradina hill, featuring 
monuments commemorating the victims of World War II and the 1990s Bosnian 
conflict. 

For Tuzla, you can find a mix of local Destination Management Companies (DMCs) and 
international tour platforms offering customizable packages that either start in Tuzla or 
include it as a key destination in the region. 
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Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Tuzla 

Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Link to Agency Page/Service 

Elle Travel 
(Bosnia DMC) 

A local DMC in Tuzla 
specializing in organizing 

customized Balkan and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina tours, 

providing high-quality vehicles 
and personalized service. 

Bosnia DMC - Tuzla - Elle Travel 

Transturist 
Listed by the Tourist Board of 

the City of Tuzla as a local 
travel agency. 

 

https://www.transturist.ba/ 
 

Golden Tours 
Listed by the Tourist Board of 

the City of Tuzla as a local 
travel agency. 

 
https://goldentours.ba/ 

 

Hit Tours 
Listed by the Tourist Board of 

the City of Tuzla as a local 
travel agency. 

 

https://www.hit-tours.ba/ 
 

Guide to Europe 

Offers customizable self-drive 
road trips that start in Tuzla and 

include stops in Sarajevo, 
Mostar, and other key cities. 

Road Trips in Tuzla, Bosnia & 
Herzegovina – Lower Prices & 

Bigger Selection 

tourHQ 

A platform to find local private 
tour guides and independent 

tour activities in Tuzla who can 
create tailored itineraries. 

Private Local Guides & Guided 
Tours in Tuzla 

Showaround 
Connects travelers with local 

guides in Tuzla for private tours 
and personalized experiences. 

Tours with locals in Tuzla, 
private tour guides 

 

 

 

https://elletravel.ba/bosnia-dmc/
https://www.transturist.ba/
https://goldentours.ba/
https://www.hit-tours.ba/
https://guidetoeurope.com/bosnia-herzegovina/best-vacation-packages/road-trips-in-tuzla
https://guidetoeurope.com/bosnia-herzegovina/best-vacation-packages/road-trips-in-tuzla
https://guidetoeurope.com/bosnia-herzegovina/best-vacation-packages/road-trips-in-tuzla
https://www.tourhq.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina/tuzla/tour-guides
https://www.tourhq.com/bosnia-and-herzegovina/tuzla/tour-guides
https://www.showaround.com/locals/bosnia-and-herzegovina/tuzla
https://www.showaround.com/locals/bosnia-and-herzegovina/tuzla
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Višegrad 
Historical & Cultural Landmarks 

 

• Mehmed Paša Sokolović Bridge (Most Mehmed-paše Sokolovića): This 
UNESCO World Heritage site is the town's most iconic landmark. Built in the 16th 
century by the famous Ottoman architect Mimar Sinan, it features 11 elegant 
stone arches and was immortalized in the Nobel Prize-winning novel, The Bridge 
on the Drina by Ivo Andrić. 

• Andrićgrad (Stone Town): An architectural and cultural complex built by film 
director Emir Kusturica as a tribute to writer Ivo Andrić. It blends various 
architectural styles (Byzantine, Ottoman, Classicism) and includes a church, 
cinema, gallery, and the Ivo Andrić Institute. 

• Dobrun Monastery: Located about 12 kilometers from the town, this 14th-
century Serbian Orthodox monastery is set in the picturesque Rzav River valley 
and is known for its frescoes and rich history. 

• Emperor's Mosque (Careva džamija): One of the oldest mosques in Višegrad, 
dating back to the 16th century, which is open to visitors. 

Outdoor Activities 

• Drina River Cruise/Boat Rides: This is one of the most popular ways to 
experience the town and the magnificent natural scenery. You can take short 
boat rides to see the bridge from the water or longer cruises through the stunning 
Drina River Canyon. 
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• Canyon Tours by Speedboat: Specialized tours offer a chance to explore 
sections of the Drina Canyon, visit the Stari Brod memorial complex, and see the 
confluence of the Žepa River. 

• Kayaking and Paddleboarding: Tours are organized around the Višegrad 
bridge, through the canyons, and around Lake Drina. 

• Jaz Beach: Located upstream, this is the most famous beach on the Drina River 
where visitors can swim, rent boats, or fish for local species like trout. 

• Višegrad Spa (Vilina Vlas): Known for its healing mineral waters, this spa 
includes the remains of Turkish baths from the Ottoman era. 

Many travelers also combine a visit to Višegrad with a trip across the border to Serbia to 
ride the Šargan Train and see the ethnic village of Drvengrad. 

Since most tours originate from Sarajevo and include nearby Serbian sights, I have 
organized the list based on the main tour operator, the typical duration, and the key 
sights included. 

Please note that the Tourist Organization of Visegrad advises that there are no local 
tourist agencies in Visegrad itself that create formal tour programs; all tours are 
arranged by agencies in major cities like Sarajevo. 

 

Tour 
Operator 

Tour 
Name / 
Focus 

Departur
e City 

Key Destinations 
Included Website Link 

Meet 
Bosnia 
Tours 

Visegrad, 
Andricgrad 

and 
Drvengrad 

tour 

Sarajevo 

Mehmed Paša 
Sokolović Bridge 

(UNESCO), Andrićgrad 
(Stone Town), 

Drvengrad (Wooden 
Town, Serbia), Šargan 
Eight Train (Serbia). 

https://meetbosnia.com
/ 
 

Dream 
Balkans 
Travel 

Sargan 
Eight Rail 
Tour with 
Visegrad 

and 
Drvengrad 

Sarajevo 

Visegrad, Andrićgrad, 
Drvengrad, and the 
scenic Sargan Eight 

Railway. 

Sargan Eight Rail Tour 
with Visegrad and 
Drvengrad - Dream 

Balkans Travel 

https://meetbosnia.com/
https://meetbosnia.com/
https://dreambalkans.com/
https://dreambalkans.com/
https://dreambalkans.com/
https://dreambalkans.com/
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Tour 
Operator 

Tour 
Name / 
Focus 

Departur
e City 

Key Destinations 
Included Website Link 

Bosnia 
Spirit 
Tours 

Višegrad 
Tour Sarajevo 

Mehmed Paša 
Sokolović Bridge, 
Andrićgrad, and 

Dobrun Monastery 
(focus on cultural 

heritage). 

https://bhspirit.com/ 
 

SARAJEV
O BOSNIA 

TOURS 

VISEGRA
D - Old 

Otoman's 
bridge 

Sarajevo 

Focus on the UNESCO 
Mehmed Paša 

Sokolović Bridge, 
Andrićgrad. 

VISEGRAD - Old 
Otoman's bridge - 

SARAJEVO BOSNIA 
TOURS 

Civitatis 

Day Trip to 
Visegrad & 

Mokra 
Gora 

Sarajevo 

Mehmed Paša 
Sokolović Bridge, 

Andrićgrad, Dobrun 
Monastery, and Mokra 
Gora/Drvengrad/Šarga

n Eight. 

Day Trip to Visegrad & 
Mokra Gora From 

Sarajevo - Civitatis.com 

Note: Tours that include Drvengrad and the Šargan Eight Train (Mokra Gora) will cross 
the border into Serbia, so a valid passport is required. 

 

 

https://bhspirit.com/
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/visegrad/
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/visegrad/
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/visegrad/
http://sarajevobosniatours.ba/tours/visegrad/
https://www.civitatis.com/en/sarajevo/visegrad-trip/
https://www.civitatis.com/en/sarajevo/visegrad-trip/
https://www.civitatis.com/en/sarajevo/visegrad-trip/
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Zenica 
History, Fortresses, and River Greenery 

 

Zenica, an important industrial city nestled in the valley of the Bosna River, is 
surprisingly rich in history and is surrounded by stunning natural escapes. While known 
for its steelworks, the city boasts medieval fortresses and parks that make it a 
compelling stop in Central Bosnia. 

Local Culture and Events 

Zenica is known for its passionate residents and specific local traditions. 

• Čimburijada (Festival of Scrambled Eggs): Every year on the first day of 
spring, thousands of citizens gather at the riverbank for Čimburijada. They 
prepare a massive breakfast of scrambled eggs to celebrate the new season, a 
tradition unique to Zenica. 

• Sporting Spirit: The city is the home of the Bilino Polje Stadium, which often 
hosts the matches of the Bosnia and Herzegovina national football team. The 
atmosphere during match days is legendary. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.zenica.ba/
https://www.nfsbih.ba/
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Historical Monuments and Medieval Forts 

The area around Zenica is often referred to as the "Valley of Fortresses" and holds deep 
historical significance related to the medieval Bosnian Kingdom. 

Vranduk Fortress (Stari Grad): 

o Located just 10 kilometers downstream from Zenica, this is the most 
famous historical site in the area. 

o Dating back to the 14th century, the fortress was a royal town and the 
residence of Bosnian kings like Stjepan Ostoja and Stjepan Tomaš. 

o It is known as the "Gate of Bosnia" due to its strategic position controlling 
trade along the Bosna River. 

o Today, it is a restored national monument with a museum and the site of a 
World War II-era tunnel running beneath it. 

 

• Zenica City Museum: 

o This comprehensive museum tells the story of Zenica's turbulent past, 
from prehistory and the Roman Municipium of Bistua Nuova to the 
industrial 20th century. 

o The museum manages other sites, including the Old Synagogue and the 
Vranduk Fortress. 
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• Architectural Gems in the City Center: 

o Old Synagogue: An early 20th-century building constructed in the pseudo-
Moorish or neo-Moorish style, it is now part of the City Museum. 

o Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Čaršijska Džamija): The oldest mosque in the city 
center, dating back to the early 16th century, showcasing traditional 
Ottoman architecture. 

o Hadži-Mazića House: The oldest standing house in the center of Zenica, 
built in 1835, which saw historical negotiations in 1878. 

o Bilino Polje Stadium: Famous as the home stadium of the Bosnian 
national football team and the historical site where the Bilino Polje 
Declaration, a crucial medieval Bosnian document, was signed in 1203. 

Natural Escapes and Outdoor Recreation 

Despite its industrial reputation, Zenica is surrounded by accessible nature and has 
several green spaces. 

• Kamberovića Polje Park: 

o Known as Zenica's "green lung," this large park offers sprawling lawns, 
walking paths, and sports facilities for football, basketball, and tennis. 

o The park is located along the Bosna River and hosts cultural festivals and 
community events. 

• Bosna River Promenade: 

o A walkway along the Bosna River offers a tranquil path for relaxed strolls, 
cycling, and enjoying the river atmosphere. 

• Smetovi Mountain: 

o A popular recreational area, this mountain near Zenica provides numerous 
trails for hiking and walking through dense forests. 

o At the summit, a mountain lodge offers refreshments, and in the winter, the 
area is used for snow sports and sledding. There is also a notable 
Partisan memorial monument on Smetovi Hill. 

• Ponijeri Ski Center: 

o A local ski center near Zenica, offering a winter sports destination. 

The central location of Zenica also makes it a good starting point for visiting other towns 
in the region, such as the historical sites in Visoko (including the "Bosnian Pyramid of 
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the Sun" and Old Town of Visoki) and the traditional villages and natural parks near 
Kakanj. 

If you plan to visit, I highly recommend looking for a tour that includes Vranduk Fortress 
and perhaps combining Zenica with the nearby medieval cities of Travnik and Jajce for 
a comprehensive trip through the heart of Bosnia. 

Here is a list of relevant agencies and platforms that organize visits, tours, or 
custom experiences in Zenica: 

Agency / 
Operator Primary Focus on Zenica Website Link 

Gaudi Travel 
A premier travel agency based in 
Zenica, offering tailored tours and 

enriching local experiences. 

Discover the Wonders of 
Zenica with Gaudi Travel 

Bosnia 
Agency 

Lists Zenica as a destination with 
contact information for an agent 

based in Zenica for booking travel 
and tours. 

Visit Bosnia - Bosnia Agency 

Expedia 

Lists an activity called "The Industrial 
Heritage of Zenica Tour" and offers 
general vacation packages to the 

city. 

 

https://www.expedia.com/ 
 

Booking.com 

Lists specific activities in and around 
Zenica, such as a "Village Lukomir 
quad tour with guide" and private 

transfers. 

The 69 Best Things to Do in 
Zenica - Booking.com 

tourHQ 

Connects travelers with local, private 
guides in Zenica who can create 

custom tours for the city and 
surrounding areas like Vranduk 

Fortress. 

 

https://www.tourhq.com/ 
 

 

 

 

https://evendo.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/zenica/landmark/gaudi-travel-putnicka-agencija
https://evendo.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/zenica/landmark/gaudi-travel-putnicka-agencija
https://visit.bosnia.agency/
https://www.expedia.com/
https://www.booking.com/attractions/city/ba/zenica.en-gb.html
https://www.booking.com/attractions/city/ba/zenica.en-gb.html
https://www.tourhq.com/
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Zvornik 
Fortress on the Drina's Edge 

 

Zvornik, situated on the eastern border of Bosnia and Herzegovina along the Drina 
River, is a historic city known for its commanding medieval fortress and beautiful 
riverside scenery. The town serves as a gateway and a cultural hub, blending a rich, 
turbulent past with the natural beauty of the Podrinje region. 

Historical and Architectural Attractions 

The main points of interest are centered around the fortress and the river, reflecting the 
city's strategic border location throughout history. 

• Zvornik Fortress (Zvornička Tvrđava or Đurđev Grad): 

o This is the city's defining and most valuable historic landmark, declared a 
National Monument of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

o Dating back to the 13th or 14th century, the fortress is unique for its three 
interconnected parts: the Lower, Middle (the oldest part with the 20-meter 
Great Tower), and Upper Town (offering panoramic views). 

o The Upper Town provides stunning views of Zvornik, the Drina River, and 
Zvornik Lake. 

o It is steeped in legend, often associated with the cruel builder, the 
"Damned Jerina" (Prokleta Jerina). 

https://visitsrpska.org/en/zvornik/
https://evendo.com/locations/bosnia-and-herzegovina/zvornik-region/best-attractions
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• Old Town (Podgrađe): The historic neighborhood tucked under the castle 
features winding streets, small shops, and older houses, offering a sense of the 
town’s Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian history. 

• Drina Riverfront and Promenade: The riverbank provides a beautiful stretch for 
strolling, fishing, and enjoying the sunset reflected on the water. 

• Atik Mosque (The Old Mosque): One of the city’s oldest functioning mosques, 
offering a glimpse into Zvornik's religious and cultural continuity. 

• Local History / Municipal Museum: A collection of artifacts, photos, and local 
stories that provide context on Zvornik’s history from the Ottoman period through 
the 20th century. 

Nature and Regional Excursions 

The area surrounding Zvornik offers opportunities for water activities, hiking, and 
exploring natural phenomena. 

• Zvornik Lake (Zvorničko Jezero): Stretching 25 km upstream, this artificial lake 
is ideal for nautical tourism. Activities include kayaking, canoeing, fishing, and 
boat tours. 

• Vitinicki Kiseljak: Located 24 km from the town, this area is known for its nine 
mineral springs with unique healing properties and taste, a rare phenomenon in 
Europe. 

• Divič Village: Described as one of the most beautiful villages in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Divič is located on the lake and resembles a small peninsula, 
offering peaceful lakeside cafés. 

• Hiking: The surroundings of Zvornik offer hiking opportunities on Mount Udrč 
and Grkinja. 

• Medieval Town of Kušlat: The ruins of this 13th-century medieval town are 
located 15 km south of Zvornik on a perpendicular cliff, at the confluence of the 
Jadar and Drinjača rivers. 

Touristic Agencies Offering Tours Around Zvornik 

Since Zvornik is often included as a historical or border stop, tours are generally offered 
by larger regional operators based in cities like Sarajevo or Belgrade, or via customized 
private tours. 
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Agency/Service 
Name Tour Focus Tour Agency  

Tourist Organization 
of Zvornik 

The local organization provides guidance, 
information, and promotes local 

sightseeing, including the Zvornik Fortress. 

Turistička 
organizacija grada 

Zvornik  

Dream Balkans 
Travel 

Offers various day tours and multi-day 
packages across the Balkans, which can 

be tailored to include destinations in 
Eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Dream Balkans 
Travel 

Victor Tours 

A Belgrade-based incoming tour operator 
(DMC) specializing in multi-day tours 

across the Balkans, including Bosnia & 
Herzegovina, and can organize 

transportation and excursions near 
Zvornik. 

Victor Tours 

Ekorna Travel 
Agency 

Offers tailor-made tours across the 
Balkans, including Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, and can create personalized 
itineraries focusing on less-known places. 

Travel to the 
Balkans - Ekorna 

Travel Agency 

Peek.com 

A booking platform where you can find and 
book tours and activities in the Zvornik 

area, which may include private transfers 
and specialized excursions. 

Day Trips in 
Zvornik: Book 

Tours & Activities 
at Peek.com 

SerbianAdventures 
Offers online tours and adventures in 
nearby areas like Mali Zvornik (on the 

Serbian side of the border). 

[Mali Zvornik - 
Book Online Tours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://zvornikturizam.org/v2/en/rooms/srednjevjekovna-tvrdava-durdev-grad/
http://zvornikturizam.org/v2/en/zanimljivosti/
http://zvornikturizam.org/v2/en/zanimljivosti/
http://zvornikturizam.org/v2/en/zanimljivosti/
https://dreambalkans.com/
https://dreambalkans.com/
https://www.victortours.com/
https://www.victortours.com/
https://www.victortours.com/
https://www.ekorna.com/
https://www.ekorna.com/
https://www.ekorna.com/
https://www.peek.com/zvornik-bosnia-herzegovina/r0g3b4r/day-trips/c05d9
https://www.peek.com/zvornik-bosnia-herzegovina/r0g3b4r/day-trips/c05d9
https://www.peek.com/zvornik-bosnia-herzegovina/r0g3b4r/day-trips/c05d9
https://www.peek.com/zvornik-bosnia-herzegovina/r0g3b4r/day-trips/c05d9
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Chapter 10 
Culinary Journey: Tastes of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bosnian cuisine is a delightful fusion of Central European and Mediterranean 
influences, heavily seasoned by its long Ottoman history. It is characterized by 
moderate spices, fresh ingredients, slow cooking, and an emphasis on savory, hearty 
dishes. Exploring BiH is as much about the food as it is about the sights. 

Must-Try Dishes 

• Ćevapi: The most iconic Bosnian dish, consisting of small, grilled minced meat 
sausages (usually a mix of beef, lamb, and veal). They are traditionally served in 
a somun (flatbread), with chopped onions and sometimes kajmak (a thick, 
creamy dairy product). 
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Burek: A savory pastry made of thin flaky dough (filo) traditionally filled with 
minced meat. In BiH, only the meat-filled version is called burek; other fillings are 
referred to by their specific names (e.g., sirnica for cheese, zeljanica for spinach 
and cheese). 

 

• Dolma: A general term for stuffed vegetables, derived from Turkish cuisine. 
Common varieties include sarma (stuffed cabbage leaves), japrak (stuffed grape 
or collard leaves), and stuffed peppers. 
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• Bosanski Lonac (Bosnian Pot): A traditional stew made of chunks of meat 
(often beef, lamb, or pork) and various vegetables, layered in a clay pot and 
slow-cooked over an open fire or in an oven. 

 

• Begova Čorba (Bey’s Soup): A rich, creamy, and traditional soup often served 
as an appetizer, made with chicken, vegetables (carrots, celery), and okra. 
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• Slatkiši (Sweets): Don’t leave without trying Tufahija (walnut-stuffed apples 
poached in sugar syrup) and Baklava (layers of filo pastry filled with nuts and 
sweetened with syrup). 

    

Coffee Culture 

Bosnian coffee (Bosanska kafa) is a significant cultural ritual, closely related to 
Turkish coffee but with its own distinct preparation and serving method. 

• Preparation: The finely ground coffee is prepared in a traditional copper pot 
called a džezva. The coffee and water are boiled together, and it is served in a 
small cup (fildžan) with a sugar cube (kocka) and often a piece of Turkish delight 
(ratluk). 

• Experience: The ritual is as important as the drink itself; savoring coffee with 
friends in the Baščaršija is a must-do experience. 
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Wines and Rakija 

• Wines: The Herzegovina region, particularly around Mostar, has a growing 
reputation for excellent local wines, especially the white Žilavka and the red 
Blatina. 

• Rakija: This is the local fruit brandy, a powerful spirit enjoyed across the Balkans. 
It comes in various flavors, with plum (šljivovica) being the most common, but 
also grape, apple, and pear. 

Wines 

The Viticultural Heart of the Balkans: Wines of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

While the name “Bosnia and Herzegovina” might not immediately bring wine to mind, 
the country, specifically its southern region, Herzegovina—boasts a rich viticultural 
heritage dating back over 2,000 years, revitalized today by ambitious producers and 
indigenous grape varieties.    

The Main Wine Region: Herzegovina 

The vast majority of winemaking in Bosnia and Herzegovina is centered in the sunny, 
rocky, and mineral-rich region of Herzegovina. This area, which benefits from a mild 
Mediterranean climate, is nestled between the Adriatic Sea and the historic city of 
Mostar.    

The most important winemaking clusters in Herzegovina include the areas around: 

• Mostar: Considered the historic center of the wine industry.    

• Čitluk: Home to the largest vineyard area in the country.    

• Ljubuški and Trebinje: Key areas with notable wineries like Nuić Winery and 
Tvrdoš Monastery.    

The Herzegovina Wine Route is an established route that guides visitors through this 
burgeoning wine country, connecting major wine towns and offering tours and tastings.    

Indigenous Grape Varieties: The Herzegovinian Trinity 

The identity of Bosnian and Herzegovinian wine is defined by its native grapes, many of 
which are rarely found elsewhere. The three most significant indigenous varieties are:    

• Žilavka (White):    

o The signature white grape of Herzegovina.    

o Produces light-skinned, dry, structured white wines with high acidity and 
distinctive mineral, citrus, and herbal notes.    
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o Often enjoyed young, though some producers create more complex, oak-
aged versions. 

• Blatina (Red):    

o An indigenous red grape that grows almost exclusively in the Mostar 
area.    

o Produces full-bodied, dense, and concentrated red wines with earthy and 
dark fruit notes, often exhibiting a beautiful dark ruby red color. 

o A peculiar note: The grape has functionally female flowers and requires 
pollination from another variety, such as Trnjak.    

• Trnjak (Red):    

o A rare red grape variety that has been increasingly revived in recent 
years.    

o Produces exceptional, full-bodied, and complex varietal wines with notes 
of ripe red fruit and spices.    

o Historically, it was often planted alongside Blatina to aid in its pollination. 

 

Other Notable Grapes 

In addition to the “Big Three” native varieties, winemakers also cultivate other regional 
and international grapes:    

• Vranac (Red): A popular Balkan red grape that produces rich, dark, and full-
bodied wines.    

• International Varieties: Grapes like Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and 
Chardonnay are also grown, both as single varietals and in blends.    

The Herzegovina region of Bosnia and Herzegovina is home to a growing number of 
exceptional wineries. Below is a list of several prominent wineries, many of which are 
part of the Herzegovina Wine Route, along with links to their pages where available: 
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Featured Wineries in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Winery Name Location Focus / Note Website Link 

Andrija Wine 
Cellars Čitluk 

Long tradition, modernized 
cellar, offers bespoke visits 

and a museum. 

Andrija Winery 
website here / 

Andrija Vineyard 

Anđelić Wine 
Cellar Trebinje 

Family-run, cellar built seven 
meters underground into 

natural rock. 

Anđelić Wine 
Cellar 

Begić Wine Cellar Ljubuški Focused on quality, known for 
Žilavka and Plavac Mali. Begić Wine Cellar 

Brkić Winery 
(Obiteljski Podrum 

Brkić) 
Mostar/Čitluk 

Biodynamic pioneer, 
specializing in organic Žilavka 

and Blatina. 

Vino Brkic / Brkić 
Winery 

Carski Vineyard 
(Emporia Royal 

Vineyards) 
Near Mostar 

Historically supplied wine to 
the Habsburg emperors; 

features a hotel and 
restaurant. 

Emporia Royal 
Vineyards 

Nuić Vineyards Ljubuški Area Cultivates indigenous varieties 
alongside international grapes. 

Nuić Vineyards 
website here 

Škegro Family 
Winery Herzegovina 

A younger winery focused on 
high-quality, indigenous 

varieties, including an Orange 
wine. 

Škegro Family 
Winery Facebook 

Tvrdoš Monastery 
Winery Trebinje 

Historic 15th-century Orthodox 
monastery continuing a long 

winemaking tradition. 

Tvrdoš Monastery 
Winery 

Vukoje 1982 Trebinje 
One of the largest and most 
impressive operations, with a 
rooftop bar and restaurant. 

Vinski Podrum 
Vukoje 1982 

https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://www.decanter.com/wine/herzegovina-a-wine-lovers-guide-527465/
https://hwr.ba/wine-experiences/
https://hwr.ba/wine-experiences/
https://hwr.ba/wine-experiences/
https://www.wineenthusiast.com/culture/travel/bosnia-wine-travel-guide/
http://www.brkic.ba/
http://www.brkic.ba/
https://kathi-daniela.com/en/destinations/wine-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://kathi-daniela.com/en/destinations/wine-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://www.vinerra.com/wine-region/bosnia-and-herzegovina-herzegovina
https://www.vinerra.com/wine-region/bosnia-and-herzegovina-herzegovina
https://thesandyfeet.com/our-guide-to-trebinje/
https://thesandyfeet.com/our-guide-to-trebinje/
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Winery Name Location Focus / Note Website Link 

Marijanović 
Winery 

Čitluk 
(Služanj) 

Fourth-generation family 
winery, known for Žilavka and 

Blatina. 

Vinarija 
Marijanović 

Domano Winery Herzegovina 

Known for the largest oak 
barrel in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina; formerly an 
imperial winery. 

Vinarija Domano 

Acimovic Winery Herzegovina Has an associated rural motel 
across the road for visitors. 

Acimovic Winery 
website here 

Many of these wineries, particularly those in the Herzegovina region, can be explored 
through organized tours and the self-guided Herzegovina Wine Route. 

Many people are using this site to organize visits to some of the wineries: 

https://www.winetourism.com/wine-country/bosnia-herzegovina/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kathi-daniela.com/en/destinations/wine-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://kathi-daniela.com/en/destinations/wine-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://kathi-daniela.com/en/destinations/wine-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://inandaroundsarajevo.com/wine-in-bosnia.html
https://hwr.ba/wine-experiences/
https://www.winetourism.com/wine-country/bosnia-herzegovina/
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Chapter 11 
Practical Information for Travelers 

Your preparation is nearly complete! Here is essential, up-to-date practical information 
to ensure your journey through Bosnia and Herzegovina is safe, smooth, and enjoyable. 

Visas 

Do You Need a Visa? 

Whether you need a visa depends on your citizenship, the purpose of your visit, 
and the duration of your stay. 

• Visa-Exempt Nationalities: Citizens of the United States, European Union, 
United Kingdom, and Canada can typically enter for up to 90 days within a 
180-day period without a visa. 

• Schengen Visa Holders: If you hold a valid multiple-entry Schengen visa or 
a residence permit from a Schengen Area or EU member state, you may be 
granted entry for up to 30 days without a separate Bosnian visa. 

• Seasonal Exemptions: In 2025, special seasonal visa-free entry was 
introduced for citizens of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Oman during the 
summer months (June 1 – September 30). 

Entry Requirements and Health 

Practical Item Detail Resource 

Visa/Entry 
Check current visa 

requirements based on your 
nationality. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of BiH 
(Official website for entry 

requirements) 

Emergency 
Number 112 (General emergency) Local information 

Electricity 220V, European two-pin plugs 
(Type C and F) International Travel Plug Guide 

Best Time to 
Visit 

Summer (Rafting, Hiking) and 
Winter (Skiing) Local tourism boards 

 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
https://cibtvisas.co.uk/destination/bih/bosnia-herzegovina-visa
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://visaguide.world/europe/bosnia-herzegovina-visa/
https://discover.passportindex.org/policy-and-regulations/bosnia-visa-free-travel/
https://www.mvp.gov.ba/konzularne_informacije/vize/Default.aspx?template_id=16
https://www.mvp.gov.ba/konzularne_informacije/vize/Default.aspx?template_id=16
https://www.mvp.gov.ba/konzularne_informacije/vize/Default.aspx?template_id=16
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• Passport: Your passport must be valid for at least three months after your 
intended departure date. 

• Registration: Visitors staying in hotels will be registered automatically. 
Foreigners staying at a private residence must register with the local police within 
48 hours of arrival. 

• Water: Tap water is generally considered safe to drink, though its different 
mineral content may cause minor stomach upset for some travelers. 

• Vaccinations: Consult a doctor eight weeks before travel to check for any 
required vaccinations. 

Getting There and Around 

Getting around Bosnia and Herzegovina is an adventure in itself, often defined by 
stunning mountainous landscapes and a slow-paced, scenic transit system. While the 

infrastructure is still modernizing, the country is well-connected by a robust bus network 
and one of Europe’s most beautiful train routes. 

Arriving in Bosnia 

Most international travelers arrive via the following gateways: 

By Air: Sarajevo International Airport (SJJ) is the primary hub, handling the 
vast majority of international flights. Other regional airports include Tuzla (TZL), 
which serves as a base for low-cost carriers like Wizz Air, and Banja Luka 
(BNX). 

By Bus: International buses are a popular and affordable way to enter from 
neighboring countries. Major routes connect Belgrade to Sarajevo and 
Dubrovnik or Split to Mostar. 

By Car: Driving into Bosnia is straightforward from Croatia, Serbia, or 
Montenegro. Be prepared for mountainous terrain and ensure your rental 
agreement includes a "Green Card" for insurance. 

Getting Around the Country 

Once inside, your choice of transport will largely depend on your destination and 
love for scenery. 

1. Intercity Buses (The Most Reliable) 

Buses are the backbone of Bosnian travel. There is an extensive network of long-
distance intercity buses operated by companies like Centrotrans and Globtour. 

https://www.kayak.com/flight-routes/United-States-US0/Bosnia-and-Herzegovina-BA0
https://www.rome2rio.com/s/America/Bosnia-and-Herzegovina
https://www.carwiz.rent/en/offices/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-airport/
https://www.carwiz.rent/en/offices/bosnia-and-herzegovina/banja-luka-airport/
https://www.wanderu.com/en-us/bus-tickets/ba/
https://tourismattractions.net/bosnia_and_herzegovina/mostar-city-transport-guide
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://www.nomadicmatt.com/travel-guides/bosnia-herzegovina-travel-guide/
https://www.nomadicmatt.com/travel-guides/bosnia-herzegovina-travel-guide/
https://www.nomadicmatt.com/travel-guides/bosnia-herzegovina-travel-guide/
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Booking: While some tickets can be bought online via Wanderu, it is 
common to buy them directly at the station. 

Stations: Sarajevo has two main bus stations; the Main Bus Station (next to 
the train station) serves most of the country, while the "Lukavica" station serves 
destinations in the Republika Srpska. 

2. Trains (The Most Scenic) 

While the rail network is limited, the Sarajevo to Mostar route is world-renowned. It 
winds through the Neretva River canyon and deep mountain tunnels, offering views 

unreachable by road. 

Modern Fleet: This specific route uses modern, air-conditioned Talgo trains. 

Availability: In the summer, the line often extends to Ploče on the Croatian 
coast. 

3. Taxis and Local Transport 

City Travel: Most Bosnian towns are highly walkable. In Sarajevo, a classic tram 
system and trolleybuses serve the city's length for roughly $1 USD per trip. 

• Taxis: Taxis are affordable. Always ensure the driver turns on the meter or 
agree on a price beforehand. Look for registered taxis with plates starting with 

"TA". 

Currency, and Budget 

• Currency: The official currency is the Convertible Mark (BAM), often referred to 
as KM. The BAM is pegged to the Euro (€1 ≈ 1.95583 BAM). As of December 
2025, the exchange rate is approximately 1 BAM ≈ 0.60 USD. 

• Payment: Most transactions are made in cash. ATMs are increasingly available, 
and credit/debit cards are accepted in Sarajevo and other large cities, but you 
should carry cash when traveling outside of major centers. 

• Budget: BiH is generally very affordable compared to Western European 
destinations, offering excellent value for money on accommodation, food, and 
transport. 

• Tipping: Tipping 5% to 10% is expected in bars and restaurants. 

Safety and Local Laws 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is generally a very safe destination for travelers, characterized 
by warm hospitality and low rates of violent crime. However, the country’s unique history 

https://www.wanderu.com/en-us/bus-tickets/ba/
https://busticket4.me/EN/blog/details/Ultimate-Guide-To-Balkan-Bus-Network-Regional-Routes-Schedules-&-Travel-Planning-2025
https://www.interrail.eu/en/plan-your-trip/tips-and-tricks/trains-europe/trains-country/trains-bosnia-herzegovina
https://www.interrail.eu/en/plan-your-trip/tips-and-tricks/trains-europe/trains-country/trains-bosnia-herzegovina
https://www.interrail.eu/en/plan-your-trip/tips-and-tricks/trains-europe/trains-country/trains-bosnia-herzegovina
https://www.interrail.eu/en/plan-your-trip/tips-and-tricks/trains-europe/trains-country/trains-bosnia-herzegovina
https://www.wewillnomad.com/destination/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://www.wewillnomad.com/destination/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://www.wewillnomad.com/destination/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/bosnia-and-herzegovina
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and specific regulations mean that "common sense" travel tips involve a few extra 
considerations, particularly regarding the rural landscape and local administrative rules. 

Personal Safety and Crime 

While most visits are trouble-free, it is important to stay vigilant in crowded urban 
environments.    

• Petty Crime: Pickpocketing is the most common issue for tourists, especially in 
Sarajevo’s Old Town (Baščaršija), on public trams, and at major transportation 

hubs. Avoid carrying large sums of cash or wearing expensive jewelry.    

• Public Gatherings: Large demonstrations or sporting events, particularly soccer 
matches, can occasionally become heated. It is best to avoid large crowds or 

protests if they arise. 

• Solo Travel: Many travelers, including solo female travelers, report feeling very 
safe and welcomed by locals. Stick to well-lit areas at night and use licensed 

taxis. 

Local Laws and Regulations 

Understanding local laws will help you avoid fines or legal complications. 

• Identification: By law, you must carry photo identification (such as your 
passport) at all times. Local authorities may request to see it to verify your legal 
status. 

• Photography Restrictions: It is strictly forbidden to photograph military 
installations, secure government buildings, embassies, or checkpoints. Look for 
"no photography" signs and ask permission before photographing individuals or 
religious ceremonies. 

• Drug Laws: Penalties for the possession, use, or trafficking of illegal drugs are 
severe, often resulting in heavy fines and long prison sentences. 

• Smoking Laws: Bosnia recently introduced stricter tobacco control laws, 
including bans on smoking in many enclosed public spaces, though you will still 
find designated smoking areas in many cafes. 

Driving Laws 

If you are renting a car, keep these strict regulations in mind: 

• Alcohol Limit: The legal blood alcohol limit is just 0.03%—significantly lower 
than in many other countries. 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories/bosinia-and-herzegovina-travel-advisory.html
https://tourismattractions.net/bosnia_and_herzegovina/sarajevo-travel-safety-guide
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
https://assets.tobaccocontrollaws.org/uploads/legislation/Bosnia%20and%20Herzegovina/Bosnia-and-Herzegovina-2022-TC-Law.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
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• Mandatory Equipment: All vehicles must carry a safety vest, first aid kit, 
warning triangle, tow rope, and spare light bulbs. 

• Winter Tires: From November 15 to April 15, winter equipment is mandatory 
regardless of current weather conditions. 

Communication and Connectivity 

• Language: The official languages are Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian, which are 
mutually intelligible and primarily written in Latin script, though Cyrillic is also 
used. 

• Internet: Internet access is readily available in most towns. Purchasing an eSIM 
is a practical solution for seamless connectivity across cities and mountains. 

 

Practical Item Detail Best Time to Visit 

Emergency 
Number 112 (General emergency) Summer (June-Aug): Hottest 

weather, hiking, rafting, swimming 

Time Zone Central European Time 
(CET) 

Shoulder (May, Sept): Ideal weather, 
fewer crowds, lower prices 

Electricity 220V, European two-pin 
plugs (Type C and F) 

Winter (Dec-Feb): Excellent snow 
sports, very cold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/BosniaandHerzegovina.html
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Knowing a few basic Bosnian phrases can greatly enhance your travel experience. 
While many people in major cities like Sarajevo speak English, locals always appreciate 

the effort of a greeting in their native tongue. 

Useful Phrases 

Category English Bosnian 
(Bosanski) Pronunciation 

Greetings Hello (Informal) Zdravo ZDHRAH-voh 

 Good day (Formal) Dobar dan DOH-bahr dahn 

 Good morning Dobro jutro DOH-broh YOO-troh 

 Good evening Dobro veče DOH-broh VEH-chehr 

Politeness Please / You're 
welcome Molim MOH-leem 

 Thank you Hvala HVAH-lah 

 Excuse me / Sorry Izvinite eez-VEE-nee-teh 

 Yes / No Da / Ne dah / neh 

Common 
Needs 

Where is the 
toilet? Gdje je WC? gdyeh yeh VEH-TSEH? 

 How much is this? Koliko košta 
ovo? 

KOH-lee-koh KOH-shtah OH-
voh? 

 
Do you speak 

English? 
Govorite li 
engleski? 

goh-VOH-ree-teh lee ehn-
GLEHS-kee? 

 I don't understand Ne razumijem neh rah-ZOO-myehm 

Social Cheers! Živjeli! ZHEE-vye-lee! 

 How are you? Kako ste? KAH-koh steh? 

 My name is... Zovem se... ZOH-vehm seh... 

 

https://www.101languages.net/bosnian/basics.html
https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Bosnian_phrasebook
https://talkpal.ai/most-famous-phrases-in-the-bosnian-language/
https://ling-app.com/blog/basic-words-in-bosnian/
https://www.101languages.net/bosnian/basics.html
https://talkpal.ai/most-famous-phrases-in-the-bosnian-language/
https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Bosnian_phrasebook
https://www.digitaldialects.com/phrases/Bosnian.htm
https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Bosnian_phrasebook
https://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/bosnian.php
https://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/bosnian.php
https://ling-app.com/blog/bosnian-travel-phrases/
https://ling-app.com/blog/bosnian-travel-phrases/
https://www.101languages.net/bosnian/basics.html
https://talkpal.ai/most-famous-phrases-in-the-bosnian-language/
https://ling-app.com/blog/basic-words-in-bosnian/
https://www.digitaldialects.com/phrases/Bosnian.htm
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Bosnian Pronunciation Guide 

Letter Sound Category Pronunciation Key Example Word 

A Vowel Like the "a" in far Ada 

E Vowel Like the "e" in met Eko 

I Vowel Like the "ee" in meet Ime 

O Vowel Like the "o" in fort Oko 

U Vowel Like the "oo" in boot Uho 

C Consonant Like the "ts" in cats Cvijet 

Č Consonant Hard "ch" like in chalk Čaj 

Ć Consonant Soft "ch" like the "t" in nature Ćup  

DŽ Consonant Hard "j" like in jump Džep  

Đ Consonant Soft "j" like the "d" in schedule Đak  

J Consonant Always like the "y" in yellow Jabuka 

LJ Consonant Like the "ll" in million Ljubav 

NJ Consonant Like the "ny" in canyon Njegov 

Š Consonant Like the "sh" in shoe Škola 

Ž Consonant Like the "s" in pleasure Žena  

 
Three Golden Rules 

1. Phonetic Consistency: One letter always equals one sound. There are no 
silent letters. 

2. The "J" Trap: Never pronounce "J" like "Jack." It is always a "Y" sound. 

3. The Rolled R: The letter R is trilled with the tip of the tongue, similar to 
Italian. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/ada%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/eko%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/ime%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/oko%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/uho%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/cvijet%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25C4%258Daj%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25C4%2587up%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/d%25C5%25BEep%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25C4%2591ak%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/jabuka%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/ljubav%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/njegov%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25C5%25A1kola%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%25C5%25BEena%23Bosnian
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnian_language%23Phonology
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Your Unforgettable Journey Awaits 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is a country that truly offers something for every 
traveler. From the rich history echoing through the cobbled streets of Sarajevo 
and the ancient stones of Mostar, to the adrenaline rush of white-water rafting on 
the Neretva, and the quiet solitude of hiking the Via Dinarica, your journey here 
will be one of diverse sensory and emotional experiences. 

We hope this guide has inspired you to explore its majestic mountains, dive into 
its crystal rivers, taste its flavorful cuisine, and connect with its warm, resilient 
people. Bosnia and Herzegovina is ready to welcome you. Go forth and discover 
the heart of the Balkans! 

Official Tourism Agencies 

• Tourism Bosnia and Herzegovina: The official guide for visiting the country 
is available on Tourism Bosnia and Herzegovina: Visit BiH. 

• Visit Bosnia and Herzegovina: Another general resource is the Official Visit 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Website. 

• Visit Sarajevo: For the capital city, you can find information on the Visit 
Sarajevo – Official website. 

 

 

https://www.tourismbih.com/
https://visitbosniaandherzegovina.net/
https://visitbosniaandherzegovina.net/
https://www.visitsarajevo.ba/
https://www.visitsarajevo.ba/

