
 

 

Embassy (March 21, 2014): BOSNIAN-HERZEGOVINIAN FILM 

FESTIVAL (BHFF) WELCOMED AT BOSNIA AND 

HERZEGOVINA EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Washington, D.C., March 2014 – The Bosnian-Herzegovinian community in the Washington, D.C. area 
came together on Friday, March 21st for a special event hosted by the Bosnian-Herzegovinian U.S. 
embassy and the organizers of New York City's Bosnian-Herzegovinian Film Festival (BHFF). BHFF 
volunteer staff.  
 
Her Excellency Jadranka Negodić, the ambassador of Bosnia-Herzegovina to the United States welcomed 
BHFF organizers to the embassy. At a fundraiser that evening, the BHFF screened two award-winning 
films—Danis Tanović's Prtljag and Nedžad Begović's Zizi—before a diverse crowd of film lovers.  
 
"The BHFF has grown to become a traditional fixture of New York City's cultural scene, and is a highly 
anticipated event among both Bosnian and even larger American and other ethnic audiences in the city," 
said Negodić. "The BHFF not only brings together Bosnians but other Balkan communities, and opens 
opportunities for interaction, better understanding, and cooperation," she added.  
 
The BHFF—organized by two New York City-area nonprofit organizations, the Voice of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Inc. and the Academy of Bosnia and Herzegovina—has earned a reputation as an important 
platform for both internationally renowned and emerging filmmakers. The 11th annual BHFF will take 
place at Tribeca Cinemas in New York City, from May 1 to May 3. Films screened at the BHFF have won 
awards around the world, including at the Cannes Film Festival in France and the Berlin International Film 
Festival in Germany.  
 



 
"We believe that film has the power to enlighten and inspire, and offers a window into the people's soul," 
said BHFF spokesman Damir Pozderac. "For people in Bosnia-Herzegovina, who suffered so much 
dehumanization during the war and in last 20 years, we feel that film is a medium that can help restore 
their humanity and dignity. We also organize the festival each year because New York City has a 
wonderful palette of many cultures that make it such a vibrant city, and without Bosnian culture NYC 
would miss an important color in its palette."  
 
"We are truly thankful to the embassy of Bosnia-Herzegovina for the warm welcome tonight. It's 

especially gratifying to witness the strong sense of community among members of the Bosnian-
Herzegovinian diaspora living in Washington, D.C.," said BHFF spokeswoman Sanida Luković. 
 
"Founded in 2003, the BHFF is now in its 11th year, thanks to the support we've received at fundraisers 
like this one," said BHFF spokesman Dino Bešlić. "Your interest in the festival, as well as your 
contributions, make the event possible."  

 


